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NECC’s Top Notch Players gather at Keene State College for the regional competition. Front row, from 
left: Gina Kattar, John Sefel, Chrissie Coates, Jenna Melnicki, Charlotte Gulezian. Back row, from left: 
Paul Melendy, Eric Salvi, Emily Mooers, Greg White, Allan Mayo, Owen Provencher and Amanda Moss. 


Group has Top Notch success 


Top Notch players 


receive recognition 


By MICHAEL BOUCHER 
Opinion Editor 


In an unprecedented success, 
three actors in NECC’s Top Notch 
theater troupe made it to the finals of 
a regional drama competition at 
Keene State College last week. 


Charlotte  Gulezian, Paul 
Melendy and Owen Provencher were 
judged among the best of 150 acting 
nominees from more than 25 New 
England colleges at the Kennedy 
Center American College Theater 
Festival. 

Some of the other colleges 
attending included Middlebury 
College, Boston University, 
University of New Hampshire, St. 
Michael’s College, and University of 


Incident repo 


Observer will now 
publish security logs 


By JARED PENDAK 
News Editor 


After a brief dispute with Eagle 
Security last spring regarding the 
release of campus incident reports, the 
Observer staff is happy to announce 
these documents will now be pub- 
lished on a consistent basis in the form 
of a “security log” in the pages of our 
college newspaper. 


The announcement comes follow- 
ing a Jan. 29 meeting between the 
Observer and Vice President of 
Administration Mark Andrews, Chief 
of Security Glen Beal and 
Superintendant of Buildings and 
Grounds Edward Sheehan. 

“The bottom line is that we really 
want to accommodate any request [to 
view the campus security log], 
whether from the Observer or any 
individual student on campus,” 
Andrews said. “But we also have to 
consider the rights of students in that 
they have federal, statutory protection 


Maine. 

“The NECC Top Notch Players 
received the attention they so richly 
deserved,” said Prof. Susan Sanders, 
director of NECC’s theater program. 

NECC ranked second for actors 
nominated to the semifinals—four— 
behind Salem State College. But 
NECC’s rate of success was higher, 
with four of six members making it 
to the semifinals compared to 
Salem’s five of ten. 


See Top Notch Players, page 9 
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Features 


Meet a professional 
skateboarder from 
NECC 


‘We are OK’ 
Hartleb says 


By DaAvip WILLIS 
Editor 


The NECC administration had 
planned for the worst, and when the 
first round of budget cuts came, the 
college was ready, President David 
Hartleb announced at the general staff 
meeting Monday. Additional planning 
by Hartleb comes in the form of work- 
ing with.other.community college pres- 
idents to unify their message in the face 
of major cuts next year. 

When NECC began the process, 
last summer, of setting the budget for 
this fiscal. year, FY03, Hartleb said 
they had anticipated the budget cuts 
that were approaching. To deal with the 
impending cuts, the administration set 
aside two percent of the overall budget 
and put it into a “rainy day fund.” 

When the cuts hit in January, they 
came in the amount of 1.4 percent, 
which was at least somewhat positive 
for the college because it was less than 
the 2 percent that was reserved. Hartleb 
said that, while no major decisions 
have been made, the plan is that the 1.4 
percent will be taken from the reserves 
and used to retroact the cut. The final .6 
percent of the reserves will stay 
untouched and will be saved for future 
problems. 

While Hartleb was quick to state 
that he was not happy about the cut, he 
said he was optimistic. 

“We are in good shape, we made 
all the hard decisions before the year 
started,” said Hartleb. “We are OK.” 

However, the outlook on next fis- 
cal year, FY04, is far foggier. Hartleb 
said, “We don’t have a hint.” He went 


on to say that there have been no leaks 
from the Romney administration yet, 
which is a rarity. 

Gov. Mitt Romney’s proposed 
budget for the next year is set to be 
released on Feb. 26, but that my not 
clarify the situation any more. After 
Romney has released his plan, it then 
has to pass through the House of 
Representatives and Senate. Hartleb 
said that the two branches always 


“change the plan quité a bit, so if is quite 


different from the governor’s original 
plan. So while a hint may be given in 
the near future, Hartleb said it will be a 
while before the full story is revealed. 

Another major aid to planning for 
the future is that Hartleb has been 
meeting with presidents of the state’s 
other community colleges. According 
to Hartleb, the presidents of the 15 
community colleges have met to dis- 
cuss the coming events and plan for the 
“worst case scenario.” 

They have discussed such issues as 
rumors of consolidation and other 
issues that concern the group. The 
biggest issue is sustaining local control 
over many elements of running the col- 
lege, including the budget. The col- 
leges want to stay with the present sys- 
tem of local budget control and avoid 
the government issuing one “lump 
sum” for all colleges. 

Hartleb said it is important to keep 
local control over the budget so the col- 
lege does not become “just another 
state agency.” 

“Local boards are important 
because they are the community; it 
keeps us concentrating on the commu- 
nity,” Hartleb said. 


Ss made available 


when the incidents involve dicipline 
and medical issues.” 


The statutory protection Andrews 
referred to allows security to withold 
names of students who are involved in 
any medical situations or ongoing 
investigations by police. 

During the meeting, Andrews, 
Beal and Sheehan agreed to cooperate 
with a letter written by Sheehan last 


May that said the Observer staff mem- 
bers “have open access to the 
Northern Essex Community College 
crime log.” 

The new agreement gives the 
Observer the ability to publish these 
incidents for students and faculty (see 
page 5). The security log will run in 
the first issue of each month. 

Last May, then-Observer Editor 
Gayle Simone reported that Eagle 
Security was not in compliance with 
Massachusetts and federal laws that 
require campus security to keep and 
maintain a daily log of all incoming 


calls to the security office and that the 
information be availible for public 
viewing. After the Observer to steps 
to file a Freedom of Information Act 
request, the office admitted to not 
keeping a complete log at the time. 

Beal said that a crime log is now 
reliably being kept. 

Beal also stressed that students 
are encouraged to stop by the Spurk 
Building security office if they wish to 
view the official versions of the secu- 
rity log at any time, and that the office 
is there to help students in any way 
possible. 
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Get involved, 
and have fun 


Everyone who has graduated col- 
lege talks about “the college experi- 
ence.” They tell stories about how 
great it was when they went off to 
college. They talk about the people 
they met and the exciting events they 
took part in. But it has become a 
belief that you need to go away to get 
that experience. Last time anyone 
checked, NECC is a college, so why 
is it impossible to get that experience 
while here? 

The problem is, there are very 
few people who want to get involved 
in the events at NECC. When some- 
one is away at a college, where they 
don’t know anyone, they are forced 
to participate in events so that they 
have something to do. At NECC, 
everyone lives so close to the college 
that after classes, they return to their 
dwellings and, often, hang out with 
their friends who are still in high 
school. 

As students fall into this hum- 
drum existence, they start to believe 
that there are no events at NECC that 
they can participate in. But that is far 
from true. There are actually many 
events that a student can get the “col- 
lege experience” from. 

The Student Senate is far below 
the membership that they would like 
to have. Being a member of that club 
would allow a student to have his or 
her say in the way decisions are made 
and getting the wishes of the student 
body met. But despite the good a per- 
son can do, and the fun they can have 


doing it, very few people attend these 
meetings and get involved. 

Another club is the 
Contemporary Affairs Club. This 
club offers the chance to talk about 
politics and debate various topics 
with people of all different ages and 
backgrounds. It also offers the possi- 
bility of going on trips to Boston and 
other great locations. In the past they 
have even gone to Washington D.C. 
But since only a few people have 
joined the club, they cannot do many 
of those great things. How is going to 
D.C. not an experience? But people 
still don’t get involved. 

Also, if clubs aren’t your “cup of 
tea” anyone can attend such gather- 
ings as Winterfest. The celebration 1s 
at the Lawrence Campus on Feb. 5 
and at the Haverhill Campus on Feb 
19, the times are both [lam to lpm. 
Another possibility is going to the 
Health and Fitness center. Anyone 
from the most avid weightlifter to a 
person who wants to play a little bil- 
liards or foosball can go there. These 
things offer the chance to have fun 
and not have the responsibility of 
joining a club. 

Want your voice heard? Write to 
the Observer or Parnassus. 

The purpose of the “college 
experience” is to meet people and do 
new things. NECC does not have the 
forced socialization of dormitories at 
many colleges, but that doesn’t mean 
student can’t socialize. Get involved 
and get that “college experience.” 
Just because it’s Northern Essex 
doesn’t mean you should waste your 
first few years of college. 

Contrary to popular belief, col- 
lege only lasts so long, enjoy it. 
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How effective do you think 
affirmative action 1s? 


a 
Dave Tang, Undecided 
“I’m not sure.” 


Stephen Greene, Criminal Justice 
“It’s not effective because there has- 
nt been much improvement of 
opportunities for every individual.” 


Mike Pelletier, 
Engineering Dept. 
“It’s necessary and it works but not 
as good as it should.” 


Chairman of 


Michael Boucher Photos 


Lindsay Walsh, Sign Language 
Intrepreter 

“It’s effective because things get 
done.” 


Byron McNeal, Journalism 

“It’s so-so because it works like a 
double edge sword...it’s works for 
minorities and some use it for an 
excuse and say it’s a way to repay 
back the minorities in a kind of wel- 
fare system.” 


Amy Maltais, Business Management 
“It is effective but we shouldn’t need 
it in this day and age.” 
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Affirmative 
action for who... 


What does affirmative action 
do? What is affirmative action for? 
Why do we need to have affirma- 
tive action? 

Let’s answer the questions like 
this. One, affirmation action is a 
way our government attempts to 
maintain equality for everybody. 
Two, we need this because there 
needs to be a 
legal form to 
turn to if some- 
one fails to 
abide by the 
rules. Three, we 
need to have 
this to _— set 
equality stan- 
dards. 

Personally, 
it’s all garbage 
to me. 
Affirmative 
action has not 
and probably will not do anything 
good for me anytime in the near 
future. And guess what, affirma- 
tive action applies to every single 
person. It’s not just for blacks. If 
you want to pity blacks and give 
them easy passage into jobs and 
educational institutions, go ahead. 
Pll get through life on my own 
effort and merit, thank you very 
much. 

I’m so tired of people com- 
plaining about affirmative action 
and it being a form of “reverse 
racism.” | find it worse when some 
people like white women com- 
plain about it being “reverse 
racism” and it applies to them. One 
of affirmative action’s purposes 
was to integrate jobs with minori- 
ties (this means anyone who isn’t 
the majority, thus more than just 
blacks) and also women. These 
actions also include handicapped 
and mentally impaired individuals. 

Why does our government 
have to instate affirmative action 
laws when these rights and prac- 
tices for fairness should be second 
nature? Everybody, no matter who 
they are, what they are, and what 


Yll get through life 
on my own effort 
and merit, thank 
you very much. 


they represent deserve the oppor- 
tunity to do a job or earn a decent 
education. 

Each person unqualified for a 
job but wishes to do that job 
should be able to train for that job. 
Our country’s economy will not 
grow if only certain people are 
working. It can be generally 
assumed that white males who are 
not handicapped have the best 
chance for any job and to enroll in 

any educational 
institution. 


6 6 These are the 


same people 
who denied 
everyone in the 
past and the pre- 
sent basic 
acceptance into 
society simply 
because they 
wanted and con- 
tinue to want to 
remain in 
power. Look at 
most people ruling in our govern- 
ment and running big corporate 
businesses. Not much has changed 
in the last 200 years. 

I don’t want to see or hear 
about affirmative action again. 
What affirmation action enforces 
should be the law of the world. 
Everyone shall be equal because 
everyone was created equally. 
People should be able to be civi- 
lized and allow others to better 
themselves. We need to get rid of 
the whole race thing and eliminate 
the separation between all groups 
of people. It is the separation of 
people as a whole that is causing 
problems. 

It’s only a matter of time 
before my wild beliefs for a better 
world will not need affirmative 
action and everybody will just “get 
along.” It’s already happening. 
With more educated people and 
better awareness and understand- 
ing of others, we have made 
progress towards equality. It is 
only those who remain in power 
who are slowing down the 
progress towards true peace. 


Super Bowl XXXVIL, say no more 


SyUap esr: 
Bowl XXXVII 
was the high- 
lighted Super 
bowl of them 
all. This Super 
Bowl promised 
the best com- 
mercial adver- 
ce : tising in histo- 
oe ry. Needless to 

say, there was 
definitely a lot of money being spent. 
But the fact of the matter stands that 
consumers weren’t spending much 
money. 

Record billion dollar spending 
occurred this year for commercials 
during Super Bowl XXXVII. Aside 
to the fact that a team like the 
Buccaneers, the same team that 
invented losing, made it to the Super 
Bowl, the commercials were the 
biggest news. Maybe 
it was because the 
Buccaneers made it to 
the Super Bowl that 
there was nothing 
else to feature except 
the commercials. (A 
team like the 
Buccaneers isn’t con- 
sidered newsworthy.) 
In most people’s 
minds, this was an 
easy bet and the Raiders were going 
to stomp Tampa Bay. 

Boy most people were so wrong. 
(I was shocked too.) The Raiders just 
weren’t good enough to beat the bet- 
ter team. The Bucs put the Raiders in 
a stand still position they would 
never get out of. 

The commercials were the same 
way. Nothing really stood out. ABC 
through their news show 20/20 tried 
to make a big deal about the 
Osbournes being in the latest Pepsi 
commercials. That commercial was 
funny ha-ha for the moment. Nothing 
special though. Frankly it was a dis- 
appointment. 

Pepsi really tried hard to get peo- 
ple to buy their drinks. They debuted 
their Super Bowl Moments soda can 
again for the second year in a row. 
This is a popular commodity that was 
created last year with a real match-up 
that occurred in Super Bowl XXXVI, 
Pats vs. Rams. That Super Bowl had 


many memorable moments (exam- 
ple: Adam Vinatieri to kick the 42 
yarder for the Pats victory) that could 
be immortalized into a picture on a 
can. The problem with it now was 
that they debuted the can before 
Super Bowl XXXVII was being 
played. I would think fans of this 
game would be more concerned 
about the moments they will remem- 
ber in this game to be immortalized 
on a can than the old Super Bowl 
moments on a can. 

Pepsi didn’t stop there. Their 
new carbonated beverage called 
Sierra Mist was all over Super Bowl 
XXXVII. They had a total of three 
original ads airing during the game. 
Over the Internet were numerous 
teasers for the commercials. And if 
you got a good look at Qualcomm 
Stadium during the game, there were 
many Sierra Mist banners placed on 
the walls of the stands. 

None of these Sierra Mist com- 
mercials were really impressive. One 


ee 


Besides the so-so quality of the com- 
mericals and the surprise ending to 
Super Bowl XXXVII, there wasn’t 
much else. 


commercial they considered success- 
ful, the one with the guy walking the 
dog on the hot day and the dog 
breaks the seal on the fire hydrant by 
kicking it so his owner gets drenched 
with water, aired after the Super 
Bowl. There’s nothing to the com- 
mercial. The dog’s leg doesn’t even 
touch the fire hydrant. (Tape the 
commercial and watch it frame by 
frame.) Also it looks so much like 
their other commercial where the 
owner leaves the apartment to get a 
drink and the dog blasts the A/C. The 
only thing that makes the commer- 
cial slightly funny is the way he 
smiles at the end. 

What’s up with Arnold 
Schwarzenegger? The man is sixty 
something years old and he’s doing 
“Terminator 3:Rise of the 
Machines”. Did you hear this man 
talking during the pre-game show? 
He’s trying to explain his analysis of 
the game and he’s talking about it 


, 


like it was a part from Terminator (in 
Austrian accent, semi-exhausted) 
“The Bucs are like the human sol- 
diers...and the Raiders are like the 
machines...and the machines....they 
are trying to take over the 
world...and the Super Bowl is 
like....they’re epic battle between 
good and evil that will determine the 
future of mankind.” Those movie 
plugs are pathetic. 

“The Matrix” movie _ trailer 
impressed me. Sadly enough | 
already downloaded the trailer three 
months ago. That’s a spoiler for 
them. Why did they put the trailer 
three months earlier on their web- 
site? 

The Miller Lite commercials 
were funny. I still don’t want to drink 
their beer. They never made a con- 
vincing case. Guys if you put a sticky 
note on a chick’s door and it doesn’t 
stick, would you bother to come back 
out with duck tape and a knife and 
try to force that thing on the door? 
And to all the ladies, 
would you date a guy 
the looks like Jack- 
The-Ripper when you 
open your door? And 
what does all this have 
to do with drinking 
beer? Moments like 
the one they present in 
the commercial 
become a “Miller 
Time”? Anyway it 
doesn’t matter. Miller rectifies itself 
to the male audience by having that 
commercial when the two women 
fight each other about what they like 
about most about Miller Lite beer 
and they end up ripping off their 
clothes in a classic water (& mud, in 
the extended commercial) catfight. 

Besides the so-so quality of the 
commercials and the surprise ending 
to Super Bowl XXXVII, there was- 
n’t much else to look forward to. The 
Patriots weren’t in this game so the 
game itself wasn’t that important to 
me. I occasionally like to listen to 
Shania Twain, Sting, and No Doubt 
but I wasn’t waiting for the halftime 
show. I watched the Super Bowl for 
all the so-called “instant classic” 
commercials and there were none. 
It’s such a disappointment. Did any 
of you stay up late to see Jimmy 
Kimmel Live? That was a good 
show. 


The draft 


Dear Editor: 


In issue 9, Michael Boucher 
wrote an article about the possibility 
of a draft being reinstated. 
According to him, it is easy for the 
authorities to start a war and force us 
to join. Ifa draft were to be reinstat- 
ed, then, “if you are a man in 
between the ages of 18 and 26 the 
government now owns you and you 
must go to war.” The caption for the 
picture says, “More men go off to a 
war in which they may or may not 
want to fight.” No matter how much 
we don’t want to fight, it seems emi- 
nent that a draft will be called. 

I agree that there should not be a 
draft. However, I think it is very 
unlikely that the authorities will actu- 
ally call a draft. Rather than force 
unwilling men to fight, they would 


doesn’t have to be reinstated 


try and convince people to join the 
military of their own free will. 

I grew up in the Air Force. My 
dad and both of my grandfathers are 
war veterans. My sister is a Marine. | 
have a cousin in the Navy and friends 
in several of the armed forces. So I 
am acquainted with both the pros and 
the cons of the military. 

For more military personnel, the 
government could use two options. 
The first is to call a draft. A lottery 
would be used to call on men that 
have registered with the Selective 
Service System. By law women can- 
not be drafted because the 
Department of Defense does not 
deploy them in ground combat. The 
draft would start with men of age 20 
and go up to 25. Then they would 
include those of age 19 and last of 
age 18. In this day and age most men 


will not want to go to war. They 
would be half-hearted soldiers and do 
only the bare minimum. The military 
want men and women who are dedi- 
cated to their country and will do 
their best. They know that a draft 
would not create good soldiers. So a 
draft is the last possibility they would 
choose. 

The other option the military has 
is to boost recruiting by providing 
lots more incentives for signing up 
and hold rallies inviting people to 
come and listen. Already they offer 
money toward a college education. 
They could let the recruit choose 
exactly what job he/she wants before 
signing up. I know that life on a mil- 
itary base can be very rewarding. 
The military pays for all housing as 
well as food for the enlisted. The 
schools for military children are of 


the highest quality. 

Depending on how desperate 
they are, the military has plenty of 
ways to encourage people to sign up. 
By telling every potential soldier all 
of the benefits, they would attract a 
lot of undecided men and women. It 
would also increase moral and 
encourage every soldier to do every- 
thing to the best if his/her ability. 

I think everyone will agree with 
me that a recruiting boost is the bet- 
ter choice. In any case, long before 
they call a draft we will see a major 
boost in recruiting. A draft will only 
go into effect when there is no other 
option. I don’t think we have any- 
thing to worry about. 


Sincerely, 
Paul Moran 
NECC Student 


Send Email to: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
Or drop letters off in our 


newsroom, F-129, 
Behrakis Student Center 
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President Bush is constantly under attack 


STEVIN BARTHOLOMEW 


Did you know that some people 
at NECC think that President Bush is 
worse that Osama Bin Laden? I mean 
if you just look at the evidence that is 
here you have to come to this conclu- 
sion. 

I first noticed this evidence when 
I looked at a Contemporary World 
course flyer that featured the likeness 
of our President, former President 
Bill Clinton, and two major leaders of 
the “Axis of Evil,” Saddam Hussein 
and Osama Bin Laden. 

The two flyers that I saw had 
been defiled: on one, George Bush 
had his eyes poked out, and on anoth- 
er the President was given a Hitler- 
style mustache. 

Now maybe I’m just a bit, slow, 
but is George Bush ANYTHING 
LIKE HITLER!? 

However that’s not even the 
worst part. On both of the flyers Bin 
Laden and Saddam were both 
unscathed! 

I’m not saying that you have to 
like George Bush, because it’s your 
right as an American not to. What I’m 


saying is that if you would rather dis- 
grace an American more than a man 
who’s army of hate killed thousands 
of people, you may want to move 
away...to Canada. 

People have been on the case of 
George Bush, and it seems that no 
one will give him a break. The man 
has to be President when it is the 


TE ar 


It seems that no 


one will give him a 
break. 


hardest time in history to be the 
President of the United States. 

The fact of the matter is that if 
George Bush were a “war monger” 
and loved to go to war, why are we 
not at war yet? Why is the United 
States giving more time for weapons 
inspectors who KEEP FINDING 
HIDDEN WEAPONS? 


So for those who choose to 
ridicule and deface and _ protest, 
remember that if it were not for a war 
hundreds of years ago, you would not 
even be able to do those things, and 
also if you were President right now, 
WHAT WOULD YOU DO? 

In his State of the Union address 
last week the President told about 
how Saddam Hussein tests his bio- 
logical weapons on people that live 
in villages in Iraq. 

Bush also went into detail about 
how the people are tortured in Iraq by 
methods including “acid dripped 
onto skin,” and “they beat children as 
parents are forced to watch.” 

Bush did not say that he wants to 
go to war either, he just stated all the 
facts and said the United States 
would bring these facts before the 
United Nations and ask them to act. 

So, in closing, think about how 
much pressure this guy must be 
under and ask yourself truthfully if 
you could handle being the leader of 
the most powerful country in the 
world at this point in time. Think 
about it before you vandalize or crit- 
icize. 


Stevin Bartholomew photo 


This defaced flyer put up on the bulletin board for a history course, 
illustrates the hatred some people have for President Bush. 


Music file-sharing is threatened once again 


Meu siietc 
should be about, 
well the music. 
Making money 


and having 
Bentleys and 
Mercedes is 
what most 
artists seem to 
have their 
minds set on 


these days. 

Within the past couple of years 
an extraordinary creation has been 
invented and that is the wonderful 
world of music sharing on the net. 
The now infamous Napster is the 
music file-sharing network that cre- 


ated the most controversy when it 
started to gain an overwhelming 
recognition from people who real- 
ized they could download the music 
they loved without paying 15-16 
dollars. 

Once the music industry and 
bands like Metalica caught word of 
this new revolution in music they 
took Napster to court and eventual- 
ly Napster was shut down. 

Fortunately, the creation of 
Napster and the hype surrounding it 
has sparked a frenzy of hundreds of 
other file sharing programs such as 
Limewire, WinMx, Morpheus, 
AudioGalaxy, and Kazaa. 

On these sites, you can down- 
load unreleased, live, and new 
material from your favorite artists. 
Possibly the best outcome of the 


music file-sharing programs is 
finding rare unreleased tracks from 
artists, that you wouldn’t be able to 
find on CD. 

There are many times when I go 
out and buy a CD and I only end up 
enjoying one or two tracks. This is 
a waste of my hard-earned money 
from McDonalds; and that is not a 
lot of money folks. 

And so, with these sites like 
Kazaa and Limewire I can go 
online and listen to more than one 
track off an album. If the songs are 
good then I will probably feel safe 
to go out and purchase this person’s 
work. 

Another plus to these file-shar- 
ing networks is making your own 
compilation CDs. Many people 
including myself listen to a variety 


of music. So you can have a CD 
with Eminem, DJ Irene, and 
Melissa Etheridge on it. | know you 


can’t find a compilation CD like ~ 


that anywhere. 

Well it seems that once again , 
music file-sharing is under attack. 
Earlier this month a U.S. district 
Judge ruled that Verizon is required 
to identify an Internet user suspect- 
ed of sharing more than 600 songs 
from various artists. The ruling 
therefore states that consumers 
using file-sharing programs can 
more easily be identified. 

I agree that the music file-shar- 
ing system has put a slight damper 
on record sales and thus effecting 
the profit of record labels, but the 
majority of these artists and compa- 
nies. are worth millions; what are 


they complaining about? Artists go 
on tour, do commercials, and sell 
merchandise and make millions in 
doing so. 

As for musicians who are not as 
commercial, and are more on the 
underground circuit this is an 
excellent way to share your music 
with people who normally would 
never think about buying your 
album. The funny thing is, is that 
most of the indie artists praise the 
music file-sharing networks, and 
they are the ones with no money. 

Music file-sharing is possibly 
one of the greatest inventions in 
recent years. All because of these 
money hungry vultures at the top of 
the recording industry, this wonder- 
ful invention is being threatened. 


Health care shouldn't have limitations 


To the Editor: 


This is to respond to Professor 
George Medelinskas’ thoughts on the 
national health care issues in this 
country. He starts off his argument 
by stating “going into a hospital 
should never be easy.” This is where 
I began to feel offended that a person 
believes that someone less fortunate 
does not have the right to the same 
care as one would receive when they 
are more fortunate to have health 
benefits. 

He also states that he receives 
benefits because they are earned. It is 
true that we will all pay for a nation- 
al health care system, but it does not 
mean that any one of us should not 
have the right to a healthier life. 

In response to his concerns that 
people may abuse this kind of sys- 
tem, I strongly disagree with his 
rationale! I do believe that there are 
those who will try, but how can one 
abuse getting a CAT scan or a bone 
scan these are both preventative 
methods to detect or rule out several 
kinds of diseases such as strokes, 


aneurisms, leukemia, and many 
more! If health insurance does not 
pay for cosmetic surgery now, such 
as eye laser surgery, tummy tucks, 
and even some preventative medica- 
tions, why would the government 
pay for it? 

As a single mother attending col- 
lege full-time and working a part- 
time job to get by and do my part in 
society, I am strongly offended that 
he would not realize that health care 
issues are a huge part in society’s 
problems today. Health care does not 
only cover illness such as the flu, but 
also those that are not controlled. 
AIDS victims who are poor and 
uninsured would get the care and 
medicine they would need to live a 
longer life and control the disease! 
Cancer patients in the same situation 
would also benefit from the help! 
There are so many reasons for help- 
ing people in need of services. When 
welfare first came into effect it was 
for widowed women with children 
after the WWII it then moved on to 
help fathers as well. 

Yes, people did start to take 


advantage of this system, but once 
more it was modified and the rules 
were changed! In 1996, Bill Clinton 
decided to set limitations and condi- 
tions to receiving aid. This can be 
used to create a system for health 
care in this country the way that sev- 
eral other countries have already 
done! 

I believe that this man did not see 
the entire picture and maybe a lot of 
people may not want contribute to 
others health, but what kind of coun- 
try would this be if we just all helped 
ourselves? 

It is a process that does not hap- 
pen over night and needs a lot of 
speculations, thought and planning. 
In the long run I believe that putting 
this plan into effect would not only 
benefit us now but in the future year 
as well. 

A healthier life is a happier life 
therefore the effect would be a more 
productive country! 


Sincerely, 
Angela A. Thornhill 
NECC Student 


Women are encouraged 


Dear Editor: 


Professor Priscilla Bellairs raised 
some important issues in her letter to 
the last issue of the NECC Observer. 
Her complaints about a poster adver- 
tising “The Contemporary World” 
history course are valid. As chairper- 
son of the History and Government 
Department and “co-author” of the 
poster, I take responsibility. 

I want to assure the NECC com- 
munity that the course—unlike the 
poster—does indeed examine the 
role of women in contemporary 
world affairs. Moreover, we are 
pleased with the high enrollment in 
the department’s “Women’s History” 
course this semester. 

Of far greater concern to us than 
any individual poster, is the continu- 
ing lack of a full-time female profes- 
sor in our department. As recently as 
the mid-1990s the History and 
Government Department had about 
an equal number of men and women 
full-timers. Since then, our numbers 
have shrunk by more than 50%, with 
particularly strong losses among 


women professors due to retirements 
and other personnel shifts. 

Every member of our department 
is commited to exploring the contri- 
butions of ALL people in our cours- 
es, and we are lucky to have some 
superb female adjunct professors. 
Nevertheless, we look forward to a 
time when our losses will be made 
good and our full-time ranks will 
more closely reflect the composition 
of our student body and the wider 
community. 


Bill Heineman 
Chairperson, _ History 
Government Department 


and 


Page 5 NECC Observer Feb. 5, 2003 


Driver takes car down stairs, 
state-owned vehicle vandalized 


The following is the first security log 
reported by the Observer since May 8, 
2002. This report was compiled by 
News Editor Jared Pendak using docu- 
ments obtained from campus security. 


1/6/03 11:30 am. A 20-year-old 
student, nine moths pregnant, had her 
water break in the school cafeteria. She 
was transported by ambulance to 
Lawrence general hospital wihout inci- 
dent. 


1/7/03 10:00 a.m. A state vehicle 
had windows broken and its licence 
plate stolen in parking lot 3. The inci- 
dent prompted security to initiate night 
hours patroling of the campus. 


1/8/03 (no time specified). A stu- 
dent found a lost credit card and turned 
it in to security. 


not yet exhausted 


1/10/03 8:15 a.m. A visitor acci- 
dentally drove down the stairs adjacent 
to parking lot 4 near the C building. 
The driver apparently could not tell 
that the entrance was of a stairway, 
mistaking it for a ramp, and reported 
not being able to tell it was a stairway 
becaue of obstructed view from snow- 
banks. 


1/12/03 (no time specified). An 
Eagle Security guard reported a broken 
window in a Northen Essex car while- 
doing his rounds. 


1/13/03 (no yime specified). A 
window of the kiosk at the bus stop 
was reported broken. 


1/22/03 9:00 a.m. A four-car acci- 
dent occurred in rear lot 4. One auto- 
mobile initially slid into another, caus- 
ing the latter to slide into two other 
cars. The parking lot’s slippery condi- 
tions appeared to be at fault for the 
accident. Haverhill Police took reports 
of the incident. 


1/24/03 8:15 am. Money was 
taken out of tampon machines in 
Women restrooms of the C, G, and F 


buildings. The machines had been 
refilled recently by security before the 
theft. It was not the first time money 
has been stolen from the campus’s 
tampon machines. 


1/25/03 (no time specified). An 
overnight incident involving a broken 
window in a Gallaudett University 
vehicle was reported. The incident 
occurred on the first night campus 
security was not on overnight patrol 
since windows of a State vehicle were 
broken on January 7. 


1/29/03 (no time specified). A 
Continuing Education Department 
worker parked their van at the corner 
of Lot 2 in front of the F Building, 
blocking a substantial portion of the 
road. A guard was called to assist vehi- 
cles around it during heavy traffic time. 
The van was parked in the prohibited 
area for approximately four hours. 


1/31/03 (no time specified). The 
same van was parked in the 20-minute 
drop off space for several hours. To 
find the owner, the van’s plate had to 
be run at a cost of $20 to the security 
office. 


udget 


Proximity to reservoir ————__—__ tC, 


an issue; Workers 
keep campus safe 


By IAN WITTENBER 
Contributing Reporter 


It’s clear that snow is a problem 
at NECC, just like it is in most other 
parts of Massachusetts. It can be a 
difficult job removing the large 
amounts of snow that often fill the 
campus. But Northern Essex admin- 
istrators say they have a solid plan 
for how to address this issue. 

“We have 35 to 50 people work- 
ing behind the scenes to keep the 
campus safe,” said NECC Vice 
President for Administration Mark 
Andrews. “We also have many peo- 
ple on a phone tree working for can- 
cellations. We have only had to delay 
the school once so far.” 

He said the college hires profes- 
sional contractors and works closely 


with the towns of Haverhill. and 
7 j 


Lawrence to gel the snow removec 
from NECC campuses. “Our guys 
are in here at four-thirty in the morn- 
ing.” ; 

However, the snow removal at 


Criminal J 


NECC Criminal Justice 


The 
Club has just announced the 
speaker schedule for this spring 
Guests on the slate for this semester 
include: 

* Monday, Feb 10: Sheriff 
Frank Cousins, Essex. County 


Sheriff, Room 145, 12-1 p.m 

* Monday, Feb 24: Colonel 
Thomas Foley, Superintendent of 
the Mass State Police, Room 139, 
12-1 p.m. 

¢ Friday, March 7: Kim Faitella, 


Mee 4 lusle cr, 
istice Ulub spe 


We have $50,000 annually to put 


towards plowing. 


—Mark Andrews 


‘NECC isn’t without its problems. 

Money in the state is very tight 
and snow plowing can be expensive. 
But Andrews said the college is well 
prepared. 

“We have $50,000 annually to 
put towards plowing,” Andrews said, 
adding that the college also has 
reserve funds for plowing that he has 
not needed to tap this year. 

The other problem plaguing 
snow removal efforts is that the cam- 
pus borders the reservoir that sup- 
plies drinking water to the city. This 
removes one of the essential tools of 


fighting the winter battle. 


he Haverhill campus and the 
surrounding area ire in. a 
wetlands mservation on Thi 
prohibits the use of rock salt on 
streets and th« roughf res,” he said. 
The use of salt i yhibited ol 
will get into the drinkin it 


Victim Advocate, Room 


p-m 
Each talk 


speaker is asked to 


background, where 


about _ their 
they work, and career opportunities 
in the field. 

The series has been in existence 
since 1996. Since the start of the 
program, the club has had guests 
from the FBI, ATF, Secret Service, 
DEA, the police, the medical exam- 
iner, senators, judges, and the 
Sheriff of Essex County. 


“That’s why when you get near the 
campus you might see a patch of ice 
on the road, because the area around 
the lake can’t use salt.” 

Despite all the hard work that 
goes into plowing the campus, the 
student parking lot is still caked with 
a layer of snow and sand. This can 
make for some treacherous driving 
conditions. However, the campus 
security office has had only one 
report of a car accident on the cam- 
pus. 

Chief of Security Glenn 


released a statement concerning the 


Beal 


automobiles involved in the accid 
“On January 22nd, auto one slid into 
auto two, causing auto two to slide 
; 
e 
vere iny gin the a it 
ng th lidine of the car 
Hi oh 
oe l-aye ~ ony arene 
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anKCr SCrics 
rh . } } ’ 
ne : : SO 
Firearm Permit courses and Pepper 
Spray training for small fee 
Phere is also.an annual Spring Field 
rip 
Club officers include co- 


Presidents Adam Haggett, and 
Leonarda De La Cruz, Daniel 
Mercurio and Monica Carnes as 
Vice Presidents. 

Students do not have to be 
Criminal Justice majors to join the 


club. 


JARED PENDAK, NEws EDITOR 


Ahh, the NECC Observer... 
I’m so excited to be a part of our 
school’s award winning newspa- 
per. In fact, the thought of writ- 
ing for the Observer is the main 
reason I elected NECC as my 
school of choice while seeking a 
degree in journalism. 

Though I’ve mainly covered 
sports in the past, I’m looking 
forward to indulging in stories 
about politics, organizations and 
whatever other random happen- 
ings catch my attention as news 
editor. Our school is pretty crazy 
sometimes, isn’t it? You never 
know what’s going to happen 
within the walls and grounds of 
our campus, and I’m here to 
cover everything I can sink my 
teeth into. 

Those of you who have read 
my sports articles in the 
Newburyport Daily News or 
Eagle-Tribune know that I don’t 
mess around when it comes to a 
story. I tell it how it is. I don’t 
need opinions, because I simply 
know the truth about everything. 

Seriously, though, I’m all 
about “wicked sweet” stories and 
if I cover something you’re 
involved in, you can rest assured 
it will be good public exposure. | 
loathe members of the. press who 


College welcomes - 


put a negative slant on every- 
thing, and I don’t bash people or 
causes unless it’s absolutely nec- 
essary for the good of the human 
race. 

So if you see me (the short 
kid with the oversized sideburns) 
roaming the halls, feel free to fill 
me in on anything going on that 
you think is important, and I’II do 
my best to get your idea some 
positive print. 

Anyone with information on 
news can also e-mail me at pen- 
dak27@hotmail.com. 

So good luck dudes, dudettes, 
and the rest us currently attending 
Northern Essex. It should be an 
interesting ride this semester, to 
say the least. 

Peace and Chicken Grease, 

—Jared Pendak 


new instructors 


Bevilacqua praises 
qualifications of 
NECC’S newest hires 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


Despite the impending budget 
crisis, Northern Essex has hired 
three new instructors and one staff 
associate in what administrators say 
is its attempt to continuously 
improve the college. 

The first hiring was of Noemi 


Custodia-Lora. She has a B.S. in 
biology from the University of 


Puerto Rico and Ph.D. in biology 
from Boston University. 
Before coming to NECC, she 


instructor of 


worked as an 
endocrinology at Boston University 
and as a Postdoctoral Research 
it rsit 
c 
oem Oring ; much needed bi 
ld = Dl-lin presence to 
| | acq 
( 
{ 
S Gy B.S 
2 Cc ron Us 
Lowell and a M.S. in microbiology 
from Umas Amherst. 
Het previous experience 


includes, most recently, a year as a 
biology teacher at Plainfield High 
School in Plainfield, N.J., and as an 
Earth Science teacher at Heritage 
High School in Newport, Va. 
“Emily has a lot of energy and 
enthusiasm that she seems to be able 
to translate into encouraging and 
supporting students,” said 


Bevilacqua. 

The third hiring was of Kathleen 
Welch Hudson. Hudson, who is a 
former practice administrator in sur- 
gical nursing at Beth Israel 
Deaconess Medical Center in 
Boston, has a B.S. in nursing from 
Northeastern University and an M S. 
in Human Service Administration 
from Springfield College. 

Hudson has also held a position 
as instructor of Professional 
Development Courses for the 
Massachusetts Hospital Association. 

“Ms. Hudson has approximately 
20 years experience in developing, 
implementing and evaluating educa- 
tional programs,” Bevilacqua said of 
her background. 

The final hiring was Julie 
Pelletier-Rutkowski, who received 
her B.S. in nursing from Boston 
State College in 1982 and her MLS. 
at Umass-Boston in 1996. 


Her work experience has been as 


Academic coordinator at 
srockton Hospital School — of 
Nursing in Brockton, Mass. More 
recently she was the Program 
Coordinator of the Practical Nursing 
Program at Roxbury Community 
( ollege 

that M Pelletier- 
tutkowski’s knowledge of nursing 
ducation will greatly assist us as we 
develop education career ladders for 
students who enroll at Northern 


Essex,” said Bevilacqua. 
Bevilacqua mentioned _ that, 
while there will be more people 
applying for teaching jobs in the 
future, there were not many qualified 
candidates that applied for these 


jobs. Despite that, he said he felt 


NECC found four very qualified 
educators for these roles. 
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David Willis photo 


Contemporary Affairs Club adviser Prof. William Heineman, middle, 


poses with club president Danielle Allin, far right, and vice president 


Denise Perrault, far left. 


Contemporary Affairs 
Club starts anew 


Club is moving 
ahead, but looking 
for new members 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


For many clubs, the beginning of 
a mew semester means picking up 
where the previous semester left off. 
But that is not the case for the 
Contemporary Affairs Club at 
Northern Essex. With only a few 
returning members, and one return- 
ing officer, the club is looking at a 
new beginning. 

According to its Web site, the 
purpose of the Contemporary Affairs 
Club is “for students to become 
familiar with and discuss politics, 
government and __ international 
affairs.” 

Professor William Heineman, 
the club’s faculty adviser, said that 
the club looks at all forms of poli- 
tics, from campus 
politics, to nation- 
al politics, and 
even international 
politics. 

“It will go 


It will go wherever 


semester, it is a whole new begin- 
ning. 

While that does put a limit on 
what can be done, it gives new mem- 
ber a good opportunity. 

“New members are welcome at 
any time, especially this semester,” 
Heineman said of attendance. Club 
President Danielle Allin added, “We 
need new members.” 

Allin is the only returning offi- 
cer from last semester. Her job is to 
run the meetings, crganize events, 
keep contact with club members and 
delegate work. 

The only new officer, so far, is 
Vice President Denise Perrault. 
Perrault, an aspiring lawyer, got 
involved because she loves politics 
and wants to get involved in chang- 
ing laws. She said that she would 
“like to see students get more politi- 
cally active in organizations or by 
contacting state reps.” 

The club is still looking for peo- 
ple who would like to take the job as 
treasurer or secretary, but they want 
students who are looking to do more 

than simply fill 
the job. The 


= 5-G—-——- existing officers 


will do the work 
of those posi- 
tions until they 


Going back to school not easy 


Mothers face many 
major challenges 
returning to school 


By FELICIA PADILLA 
Contributing Reporter 


Women today find it neces- 
sary to return to school for many 
reasons, to complete their career, 
enhance their education or gain 
personal fulfillment. 

However, returning to col- 
lege is very difficult for some 
women because of family and job 
responsibilities. 

One of the biggest challenges 
facing some women students is 
their parenting responsibilities. A 
new mother might have to deal 
with an early morning biology 
exam after a sleepless night of a 
teething baby. Women with chil- 
dren sometimes have difficulties 
completing homework assign- 
ments because of the interrup- 
tions they have to make to take 
care of their children. 

Mariana Brito, a young moth- 
er attending Northern Essex, said 


her goals are to finish the school 
and become self-employed and 
independent. 

“Before returning to school, 
my feelings were low self-confi- 
dence, not encouragement, and 
sometimes I even admitted that I 
was afraid of returning to school. 
Now that I’ve returned to school, 
I feel smarter, younger, more 
confident, more secure about my 
future and a great personal satis- 
faction.” 

Besides being mothers, many 
women have jobs. It is another 
major challenge that they 
encounter when returning to 
school. Some women have to cut 
the number of hours they work, 
and this means a smaller pay- 
check. And a part-time job is no 
substitute for a full-time job with 
benefits. 

Other women who cannot cut 
the number of hours they work 
find that they don’t have enough 
time to do the schoolwork. But 
there are many women who want 
to have a better job, and they 
know that better jobs require bet- 
ter-educated employees. 

Fortunately, resources are 
available to support women 
returning to school. A number of 
organizations or support groups 


offer career guidance and college 
survival strategies. Other groups 
offer workshops on stress man- 
agement, self-esteem and staying 
balanced. 

The Women’s Network at 
Northern Essex provides connec- 
tions to college and community 
services, opportunities for volun- 
teer or co-op work experience, a 
book discussion group and a 
drop-in center where women can 
meet and talk. 

“The Women’s Network 
helps student women with their 
needs relate with college. 
Everybody is free to come,” said 
Rose Dittmer, assistant dean. 

Even though there are many 
obstacles in the way, many 
women return to school because 
the benefits are far greater than 
the weight of the obstacles. The 
greatest benefit is the sense of 
personal satisfaction achieved by 
the individual. Women feel a 
sense of personal enrichment 
knowing that higher education 
will open the door to a new hori- 
zon: better jobs, better network- 
ing, and better role models. 

Perhaps the best way to instill 
the importance of education in 
children is when parents lead by 
example. 


Our graduates aren't 
just well-educated — 
they're well-prepared! 


Simmons graduates are authors, 
artists, ambassadors, broadcasters. 
doctors, educators, judges, mayors, 


Adelt Student Open House 
+ Sunday, February 9 


are filled. 

wherever the stu- the students want to peettol the 
dents want to take ty 
it,” | Heineman take it. attendance prob- 
mat —Professor amen Ste. 

In the past, C * In, - 
the club has sale Bill Heineman get crisis, the 
many different club will not be 
activities. They participating in 
have taken trips to the Model un 
Washington and ____ meeting this 
participated in Model United Y°4" and will likely not be taking 


Nations meetings. They have gone 
to Boston to listen to speakers. They 
have also sponsored recycling drives 
and lectures at Northern Essex. 

What the club concentrates on, 
according to Heineman, is the club’s 
choice. 

He said that if the club is inter- 
ested in local politics, that is what 
they will concentrate on. If they are 
more interested in national politics, 
that is what will be their main focus. 

Usually by February the club has 
already planned out the rest of the 
year. The officers and the rest of the 
members would be firmly in place, 
and they would have their goals set. 
But because of declining attendance, 
which left them with only three 
returning members to start this 


any major trips. But that will not 
stop the club from keeping active. 

They are planning day trips to 
see speakers, and looking to invite a 
speaker to come to NECC. Another 
possibility is to sponsor a debate, 
either with experts, faculty, or both, 
on political issues. 

“Or we can just buy pizza and 
debate as a group,” said Heineman. 

The Contemporary Affairs Club 
meets from 12:00 -1:00 p.m. on 
Wednesdays in room C-110. Their 
website is http://www.madwebde- 
signs.com/affairsclub/index.htm. 

As Allin said of the club, “It’s a 
great opportunity to meet people of 
different backgrounds that are inter- 
ested in the same issues as you.” 


movie producers, and CEOs, And 
the list goes on and on. 


We offer more than 40 majors. 
including arts administration, 
biology, communications, East 
Asian studies, information 
technology, managment, 
nutrition, and physics. 

U.S. News & World Report rates 
Simmons a “Best College” and a 
"Great School at a Great Price” 


in its category. 


9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
300 The Fenway, Boston 


Register for the Open House 


* www.simmons.edu/dix, 
617.521.2500, or 
dix@simmons.edu 


SIMMONS 


COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 
AND PROFESSIONAL STUDIES 
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Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Search continues 
for debris, answers 


to shuttle disaster 


(AP) Authorities used horses 
and satellite gear Sunday to 
search for more scorched pieces 
of space shuttle Columbia across 
the Texas and Louisiana country- 
side, as NASA moved ahead with 
its investigation and the seven 
astronauts were mourned at 
church services around the 
nation. 

The shuttle tore to pieces 
Saturday 39 miles above Texas, in 
the last 16 minutes of a 16-day 
mission, as the spaceship re- 
entered Earth's atmosphere. The 
tragedy occurred almost exactly 
17 years after the Challenger 
exploded: 

NASA chief Sean O'Keefe 
announced Sunday that Harold 
W. Gehman Jr., the retired Navy 
admiral who helped lead the 
Pentagon's inquiry into the USS 
Cole bombing, will head a special 
government commission investi- 
gating the Columbia disaster. 


Northeastern Univ. 
experiment aboard 
shuttle Columbia 


BOSTON (AP) A Northeastern 
University experiment was one of 
hundreds aboard the space shuttle 
Columbia when it broke apart 
above Texas on Saturday morning. 

The experiment was from the 
university's Center for Advanced 
Microgravity Materials 
Processing, which is headed by Al 
Sacco Jr, who flew a previous 
mission on Columbia. 


As military draft is 
considered, some 
facts reviewed 


(AP) Some background and 
statistics about the military draft 
and the Selective Service System: 
_ CURRENT LAW: Men must 
register with the Selective Service 
within 30 days of turning 18 , 
including disabled men, male-to- 
female transsexuals, clergymen, 
and men who conscientiously 
oppose war. Those who don't can 
face $250,000 fines and up to five 
years in prison; they also can be 
denied financial aid and govern- 
ment jobs. 

FUTURE DRAFT: If a draft 
resumed, 20-year-olds would be 
the first called up. Draft order 
would be determined by a lottery 
of birth dates. If more soldiers 
were needed, another lottery 
would be held for 21-year-olds, 
continuing on through age 25. 

HISTORY: The first U.S. 
draft was during the Civil War; 
some wealthy men were able to 
pay others to take their place. 
About 2.8 million men were 
drafted during World War I, 10.1 
million during World War II, 1.5 
million during the Korean War, 
and 1.8 million during the 
Vietnam War before the draft 
ended in 1973. 
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900 NECC students receive 
leadership nominations 


By NICOLE KOTZIAS 
Contributing Reporter 


Perhaps you were one of a whop- 
ping 913 students who received a let- 
ter over the winter break from 
President David Harleb inviting you 
to attend a Reception and Orientation 
for the Student Leadership 
Development Program. 

Many students planning to attend 
the orientation, to be held on Feb. 10, 
will learn about the program for the 
first time. 

For those of who can’t wait that 
long, here’s some pre-orientation 411 
(or, in NH, 555-1212): 

The Student Leadership 
Development Program at Northern 
Essex allows nominated students to 
attend leadership workshops, learn 
about community service opportuni- 
ties, and meet with other students 
and faculty involved with the pro- 
gram. 

Students’ eligibility for the pro- 
gram requires a grade point average 
of 3.5 or better, or a nomination by a 
faculty or staff | member. 


“ Applications are also available for 


Pe. 


[It’s] not a high pres- 
sure program. You 
can join and still have 
a full load. 


—Jodi Paciulan 


interested students. 

Dina Brown, coordinator of 
Student Activities, explained some 
benefits of joining the program: 
“The! skills that students learn and 
develop through the different work- 
shops are helpful to career success,” 
said Brown. 

Workshops and seminars cover a 
range of topics, from time manage- 
ment to cultural diversity to ethics, 
all geared toward strengthening stu- 
dents’ leadership skills in preparation 
for successful careers. 

“The program helps students 
gather a Business Portfolio to bring 


with them to prospective employ- 
ers,” Brown said. “Employers are 
looking for leadership skills.” 

Community service is a required 
part of the Program. Community ser- 
vice opportunities are available both 
on and off campus. Students who 
join the 

Program can fulfill community 
services requirements by helping 
with events like Winterfest or One- 
Stop Orientation. 

Jodi Paciulan, clerk for the 
Student Activities department and a 
student at NECC, said the Student 
Leadership Development Program is 
“not a high pressure program. You 
can join the program and still have a 
full load; it accommodates people 
with different schedules.” 

Paciulan also noted the advan- 
tages of networking through the pro- 
gram. 

“You get to meet many staff 
members at Northern Essex, which is 
beneficial if you ever need refer- 
ences.” 

For more information about the 
Student Leadership Development 
Program, please contact Dina Brown 
at (978) 556-3732. 


Bush delivers State of the Union 


By JOSHUA SPERO 
Contributing Reporter 


On Tuesday night, Jan. 28 at 9 
p-m. President Bush voiced his plans 
to Congress in his yearly State of the 
Union Address. 

Dressed in a navy blue suit with 
a light blue tie and American flag pin 
over his right breast, the president 
entered our nation’s capital with a 
warm smile. After shaking hands 
with dozens of people, President 
Bush took the center pulpit. Behind 
him to his right was Vice President 
Cheney, wearing his patriotic bright 
red tie, and Speaker of the House 
Dennis Hastert, also sporting a red 
tie. 

It was quite obvious that the 
president would address terrorism, 
but chose to do so last. He focused 
on other key points that he felt 
Congress, and the public needed to 
apply their attention to. 

The first category on the presi- 
dent’s agenda was the economy. 
“We must have an economy that 
grows fast enough to employ every 
man and woman who seeks a job,” 
said President Bush. “With unem- 
ployment rising, our Nation needs 
more small businesses to open, more 
companies to invest and expand, 
more employers to put up the sign 
that says, “Help Wanted.” 

President Bush went on to pro- 
pose that reductions on income tax 
for 2004 as well as 2006 be made 
permanent in 2003. This proposal 
would directly affect average 
American families in a positive way. 
“A family of four with an income of 
$40,000 would see their federal 
income taxes fall from $1,178 to $45 
per year,” said the president. 

The second goal on the presi- 
dent’s outline was health care. The 
problem: It is too expensive and 
many people don’t have medical 
coverage. The proposed solution: 
“We must renew that commitment by 
giving seniors access to the preven- 
tive medicine and new drugs that are 


transforming health care’ in 
America,” said President Bush. “To 
improve our health care system, we 
must address one of the prime causes 
of higher costs the constant threat 
that physicians and hospitals will be 
unfairly sued. Because of excessive 
litigation, everybody pays more for 
health care and many parts of 
America are losing fine doctors. I 
urge the Congress to pass medical 
liability reform.” 

The president’s third goal is actu- 
ally two objectives combined. 
President Bush advised that America 
should work to become less depen- 
dent on other nations for energy, 
while making improvements to our 
environment. The president sent and 
recommended Congress pass _ his 
energy plans and mandates to help 
clean up pollution as well as save 
millions of forests and wildlife. 

The president’s fourth goal 
reaches Congress and beyond, into 
the lives people in communities. He 
proposed that everyone show com- 
passion to those who need it. The 
drug and alcohol addicts, people 
without families, and the homeless 
all need to have compassion shed on 
them. 

President Bush also showed con- 
cern towards the younger generation. 
“I propose a 450 million dollar initia- 
tive to bring mentors to more than a 
million disadvantaged junior high 
students and children of prisoners,” 
he said. “One mentor, one person, 
can change a life forever and I urge 
you to be that one person.” 

The president’s concerns were 
shed upon matters in other places as 
well as America. “Today, on the 
continent of Africa, nearly 30 million 
people have the AIDS virus includ- 
ing three million children under the 
age of 15,” he said. “I ask the 
Congress to commit 15 billion dol- 
lars over the next five years, includ- 
ing nearly ten billion dollars in new 
money, to turn the tide against AIDS 
in the most afflicted nations of Africa 
and the Caribbean.” 

The president said he would like 


America to be a role model country, 
making footsteps for others to follow 
in. 

The president went on to address 
terrorism, the anticipated matter at 
hand. He listed important terrorist 
operatives that have been thus far 
captured or dealt with. The president 
spoke with a strong tone, and firm 
brow, breaking into an almost 
humorous smile as he said the fol- 
lowing: “ All told, more than 3,000 
suspected terrorists have been arrest- 
ed in many countries. And many oth- 
ers have met a different fate. They 
are no longer a problem for the 
United States and our friends and 
allies.” 

President Bush also went on to 
ask Congress to support Project 
Bioshield, an anti bio-terrorism plan 
as well as calling on the United 
Nations to do their part in disarming 
Iraq. He also continued to indirectly 
ask the soldiers for their support on 
fighting terrorism. “Your training 
has prepared you. Your honor will 
guide you. You believe in America, 
and America believes in you,” said 
the president. 


Using promising words of 
“peace” and “freedom,” President 
Bush wrapped up his speech and put 
his own spin to a phrase that is ever 
so familiar to the American ear. 
“May He guide us now,” he said. 
“And may God continue to bless the 
United States of America.” 


Peace celebration 
set for Feb. 14 


A celebration of peace will take 
place in The Spurk Building lobby 
on Valentines Day (Friday, Feb. 14) 
from 11 a.m. until 12 noon. The 
event is being arranged by the orga- 
nization “Hearts for Peace,” which is 
sponsored by the NECC Coilition fpr 
Peace. Anyone who wishes to par- 
ticipate may contact Professor Frank 
DeSarro at 978-556-3408. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Path to war in Iraq 
winds through maze 
of worries about allies 


ISTANBUL, Turkey (AP) 
Before a possible fight with 
Saddam Hussein, Washington is 
having to grapple with discord 
among its allies. 

Turkey, long a stalwart U.S. 
partner, is debating how much to 
open its border with Iraq to 
American military forces. Arab 
nations insist the United Nations 
must sanction any military action. 

In a split Europe, Germany and 
France lead the camp seeking more 
diplomacy, while Britain, Italy, 
Spain and others, dubbed the “new 
Europe,” appear to favor President 
Bush's tough line. 

“Our strength lies in unity,” 
said a declaration Thursday from 
eight European Union nations and 
prospective members. That's a big 
challenge. 

Each country—from Iraq's 
neighbors to U.N. Security 
Council members to the United 
States itself—is guided by domes- 
tic issues that make many skittish 
of war and what could follow 
Saddam's expected defeat. 


Russia launches 


cargo ship for 
space station crew 
MOSCOW (AP) _ Russia 


launched an unmanned cargo ship 
to the international space station 
Sunday, a day after the loss of the 
space shuttle Columbia threw into 
doubt future missions to the orbit- 
ing complex. 

The Progress M-47 lifted off 
atop a Soyuz-U rocket from the 
Baikonur Cosmodrome in 
Kazakhstan at 3:59 p.m. and 
entered orbit a few minutes later, 
said Nikolai Kryuchkov, a 
spokesman at Russia's mission 
control center outside Moscow. 

The craft is scheduled to dock 
with the station Tuesday, deliver- 
ing fuel, equipment, food and mail 
for the three-astronaut crew—a 
Russian commander and two 
Americans. 


Guantanamo 
detainee attempts 
suicide 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 
(AP) A detainee being held at the 
Wiese military base in 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, was hos- 
pitalized after the “most serious” 
suicide attempt yet, officials said 
Sunday. 

The prisoner, in his early 20s, 
attempted to hang himself in his 
cell on Jan. 16 but U.S. troops 
rescued him, Army Maj. Paul 
Caruso said. He is still being 
treated at base's main hospital. 

The suicide attempt was the 
11th since the U.S. military began 
the detention mission in January 
2002. The detainees are accused 
of having links to Afghanistan's 
fallen Taliban regime or the al- 
Qaida network. 
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By JARED PENDAK 
News Editor 


David Vey hates winter. 

Not because he has to clean off his 
car on snowy mornings, and not 
because of the blisteringly cold temper- 
atures he has to endure, either. This time 
of year is a thorn in Vey’s side for one 
reason only: because it limits his ability 
to indulge in his cherished pastime 
and—sponsored profession—skate- 
boarding. 

Though the ice and sand presently 
plaguing the area’s parking lots and 
skating spots seem to mock the wheels 
on his beloved boards, the Sandown, 
N.H. native is able to see positive 
aspects of the frigid season. 

“Winter basically kills your hopes 
at outdoor skating,” said the easy-going 
Vey, a 21-year old 
majoring in 
Journalism at 
NECC. “But it does 
make you appreci- 
ate street skating 
that much more, so 
that in summer and 
especially in the fall 
you try to skate as 
much as you can. 
But you can always 
skate indoors in the 
winter. There’s a 
great indoor skate 
park in Wakefield 
and another one in 
Hampstead, N.H., 
which is pretty close 
to my house. So I’m able to stay pretty 
active, skating.” 

Perhaps one of the reasons Vey is so 
laid back is because of his roots in 
California. In 1997, after living with his 
aunt in San Diego, he gained his first 
sponsorship through the Los Angeles- 
based skateboard company Blind. 

“T wanted to see what is was like to 
live in California so | moved in with my 
aunt, but I didn’t really like San Diego 
because it was like a desert. So I moved 
to Los Angeles with (professional 
skateboarders) Donnie Farley and P.J. 
Ladd, which is how | got noticed and 
got my first sponsorship.” 

Coliseum, a skate shop. located in 
Melrose, now sponsors Vey. He rides 
boards from the company Krooked, 
which is part of San Francisco-based 
skateboarding giant Deluxe 
Distribution. 

The sponsorship allows him to 
skate with virtually no financial hassle 
as he is awarded everything from top- 
of-the-line boards and bumper stickers 
to brand new hooded sweatshirts for his 
skills. Vey is also provided with promo- 
tional tools such as company-paid 
photo sessions, the pictures of which 
are often published in some of the 
nation’s most popular skateboarding 
magazines such as Thrasher. 

Never the one to be camera shy as 
long as he has his board, Vey has also 
appeared in various skateboarding 
videos. One of the most notable films 
he appeared and performed in is 
Coliseum’s “P.J. Ladd’s Wonderful 
Horrible Life,” which is sold world- 
wide and helped him acquire his current 
sponsorship. 

“My original sponsor company 
dropped me after a while because | 
never took them seriously and nothing 
was going anywhere with them. Then I 
had a video part in ‘PJ. Ladd’s 
Wonderful Horrible Life’ and (Krooked 
owner) Mark Gonzalez, who is the rad- 
dest guy I’ve ever met, saw my part and 
was stoked about me. Now I get my 
boards and a whole bunch of other stuff 


—§_¢4— 


He skates. That’s it. 


for free, which is definitely rad too,” he 
said. 

Vey encompasses a very casual atti- 
tude toward life, and only a man of his 
genuine demeanor can make using the 
word “rad” acceptable among peers in 
the 21st century. He bodes no concern 
towards possessing a “cool” image, 
however, and though he appreciates 
being sponsored, he does not recom- 
mend potential sponsorship to be a pri- 
mary motivation for young and aspiring 
skateboarders. 

“A lot of kids nowadays skate just 
because they want to get sponsored and 
it’s kind of the wrong reason to skate- 
board,” he emphasized. “The best thing 
about skateboarding is that there are no 
rules and you can do whatever you want 
and there’s nobody to tell you what to 
do. But a lot of kids think if they just 
start skating and they go out and skate 
handrails and jump 
down big sets of 
stairs that they’ Il get 
sponsored and make 
careers out of it. To 
me, that’s 
depressing because 
they’re missing out 
on the whole fun of 
skateboarding and 
the whole scene.” 

What Vey does 
recommend to those 


who love skating 
and may envision 


themselves becom- 
ing sponsorsed in 
the future is to skate 
as much as possible, 
and to always put their creative energy 
into the art of skating without attempt- 
ing to mimic others. 

Vey has been skating relentlessly 
since he was six years old, when he 
would shovel his home’s hilly driveway 
and, bearing the elements, skate down 
it. 

He tried his first trick when he “was 
eight or nine” and has continued to 
skate constantly ever since. 

“The only way to become a profi- 
cient skater is to just be skating all the 
time. To anyone interested in skating, 
just dive right into it and have it be all 
you do, all you think about. Skating is 
everything if you’re a true skater.” 

To give an idea of just how commit- 
ted Vey is to skating, consider this: he 
turned 21 in October-more than three 
months ago-and just visited a bar for the 
first time within the last 10 days; he 
doesn’t like to be anywhere that large 
volumes of people lurk and he general- 
ly doesn’t like music. 

He skates. That’s it. 

“Too many people freak me out, 
and I don’t get drunk. I can’t. I’ve tried 
a couple times, but it doesn’t work. I 
just get sick and go to sleep. As for 
music, | went through a ‘Doors,’ phase 
when I was 14 or 15 and I still listen 
occasionally to a couple great bands 
(namely ‘The Smiths’ and ‘Pink 
Floyd’), but I’m definitely not one that 
listens to music all the time and I don’t 
keep up with contemporary music at all. 

“Seriously, skateboarding and com- 
ing to school is all I do.” 

Snapshots of Vey performing some 
of his favorite tricks are set to be fea- 
tured in an upcoming issue of Thrasher, 
and don’t be surprised come spring if 
you see him neglecting cops and shop- 
pers with his board at various plazas in 
and around Plaistow, N.H., where he 
learned much about the life of a dedi- 
cated skateboarder. 

That life has now come full circle, 
and as one of the most prolific skate- 
boarders to ever hit our area’s streets, 
Vey’s boundaries are truly limitless. 


rather 


Jared Pendak photo 


NECC student and pro skateboarder David Vey with his best friend. 
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Is this skater girl for real? 


Is Avril Lavigne as 
‘real’ as she claims? 


By DAvID VEY 
Contributing Reporter 


Just when you think the teen- 
pop craze had finally kicked the 
bucket, Avril Lavigne slides in 
through the already clogged doors 
of pre-packaged bands. 

Lavigne, 17 and a native of 
Napanee, Ontario, seems to have 
found her gimmick. Posing as a 
“skater girl,” Lavigne attempts to 
gain the trust of pre-adolescent 
teenyboppers, with her baggy 
clothes and underachiever attitude. 
Her music is aiming at the girls 
who disassociate themselves with 
Britney Spears or Christina 
Aguilera. Lavinge is quoted on her 
Web site saying, “In this past year 
I’ve really grown asa writer. 
“Complicated* wasn’t written about 
anyone in particular, It is basically 
about life, people being fake and 
relationships,” considering most 17 
year olds can relate to those cir- 
cumstances.” 

Lavigne’s angle is that of an 
anti-Britney, which, in the scheme 
of things, is almost a necessity 
now. One of Lavigne’s songs is 
entitled “Skater Boi.” It’s about a 


avril-lavigne.com photo 


Avril Lavigne; is she just another 
manufactured pop idol? 


popular girl who won’t date a 
skater boy because he is “not cool 


enough.” 


In the end, the boy becomes 
famous and the girl is a stay at 
home mom watching “Skater boy 
rocking on MTV.” A happy ending, 
but with trite lyrics and bland gui- 
tar riffs, this song sounds assem- 
bled by an elderly man, who thinks 
he knows what “cool” is 

Already throughout the Internet 
there are numerous “Anti-Avril” 
Web sites. One of the more popular 
in-depth sites is “anti-avril.music- 
page.com.” It gives a full explana- 
tion of the author’s extreme dislike 


of the Canadian juggernaut. 

There is also an article that 
questions Avril’s competency as a 
guitar player. Some fan sites claim 
that she has been playing since age 
six, while her official Web site says 
she has been playing only two 
years. 

They do admit that she poses a 
lot of her chords in photos and in 
music videos. She is seen in the 
“Complicated” video playing a 
“GS” power chord, even though 
there isn’t a single “G” in the entire 
song. The most entertaining part of 
the site is the “Which Avril are 
You?” test. | recommend this test 
to everyone. As many negitive sites 
as she has, there are also a good 
number of fan sites. Unfourntuatly 
they are not as entertaining or 
updated_as often as the hate sites. 
Come on Avril fans, get your acts 
together! 

In short, Avril Lavigne isn’t 
that bad. She isn’t promoting sex 
and walking around on stage wear- 
ing buttless chaps. 

So if your into hanging out in 
malls and wearing ties with over- 
sized pants , Avril Lavigne might 
be right up your alley. Let’s hope 
for Avril’s sake her gimmick works 
and she won’t be forced into wear- 
ing a school uniform while pranc- 
ing around ina cage. 


System of a Down is rock 
with a message 


By BILL DONOVAN 
Contributing Reporter 


Ever since 1 saw ‘System of a 
Down’s’ amazing performance at the 
‘Ozzfest’ last summer, I’ve been wait- 
ing to hear new music from them. In 
December, the band released ‘Steal 
This Album!,’ a collection of B-Sides 
and Rarities off of their previous 
album, ‘Toxicity.’ Listening to this new 
album, I was happy to find all of the 
frenetic and intense energy that makes 
the band so good. ‘Steal This Album!’ 
is filled with political and social mes- 
sages, similar sounding songs off of 
‘Toxicity’, and a few surprises as well. 

The new album opens up with the 
loud, rambunctious ‘Chic ‘N’ Stu’, a 
protest song about excessive advertis- 
ing. In the song, the lead singer, Serj 
Tankian screams, “Advertising causes 
need, therapy, therapy, well advertis- 
ing’s got you on the run.” The song 
reflects excessive marketing found on 
television today, such as the Super 
Bowl. I felt the song was a great start to 
the album, filled with the familiar ener- 
gy of past ‘System’ songs. 

The best aspect, I think, ‘of 
“‘System’s music is that its loud but 
also has a_ message. 
Political and social mes- 
sages are in their new 
album. I found abound 
examples in songs like 
“Boom!” and ‘Mr. Jack.’ 

‘Boom!’ gives a mes- 
sage of the dangers of 
nuclear war and the mis- 
take of war. The thunder- 
ous bass lines and drums 
propel the lyrics in the 
song. Tankian repeats the 
chorus of ‘Bomb, bomb, 
bomb’ to explain the 
destruction. You feel as if 
bombs are going off all 
around you when listen- 
ing. Tankian sings, ‘Four- 
thousand hungry children 


‘They’re tight as musicians. 
strongly for what they do. I give them props for their 
political messages to the media and government.’ 

Geoff Pilkington 


‘lve seen ‘em three times, 
‘Pledge of Allegiance’ tour, and once at the ‘Ozzfest’. 
They gave some amazing shows. Serj’s lyrics are 
really unique for their intensity I’msurprised some of 
their songs get played on the radio because of that.” 

Josh Murphy 


die per hour from starvation, while bil- 
lions spent on bombs create death 
showers... Rejecting war, Tankian 
whines, ‘Why must we kill are own 
kind?’ ‘Boom!’ delivers a- powerful 
message about weapons of mass 
destruction and war. I could relate the 
song to the impending conflict between 
America and Iraq. 

‘Mr. Jack’ is a portrait of police 
brutality in America. It tells of a person 
running a yellow light and being 
severely penalized for it by a police 
officer. 1 found the remorseless, 
pounding riffs of Daron Malakian’s 
guitar to. greatly set the scene in: the 
song. Serj Tankian whispers ‘Hey Mr. 
Jack’ throughout the song, creating an 
ominous sort of feeling. He sings, 

‘Seven a.m. morning, came to take 
us away, little men, big guns, your 


- prospect of living gone, you ran the 


light at dawn, you must now face 
authority, you’re nothing like me, put 
your hands up, get out of the car.’ The 
song ends with a powerful crescendo 
of guitars and drums. | got the feeling 
that a crime had been committed by a 
police officer. 

A couple of songs surprised me on 


‘Steal This Album!’ One of them was - 


‘Roulette,’ an acoustic song. This song 


Students on ‘System’ 


They feel very 


‘I enjoy the drummer’s style. They definitely 


think about their music.” 
Dave Aucellaa 


twice during the 


tells of a man unable to tell a woman 
that he loves her. What I liked so much 
about it was its uniqueness. | didn’t 
expect something written about love by 
a band this heavy. The song shows that 
even a fast-paced band can make a sim- 
ple conflicted love song. 

Another song I found interesting 
was ‘Inner Vision’. The song has riffs 
similar to their ‘Toxicity’ song. A wild 
guitar and tribal drums help the spiritu- 
al lyrics. ‘Inner Vision’ speaks of 
attaining a higher spiritual level. These 


“surprising songs helped enliven the 


album when | listened to it. 

A couple of songs on the album | 
did disliked, however. In songs like 
‘Bubbles’ and ‘36,’ the lyrics are lost 
within the booming music. I felt that 
the music was good in each song but I 
couldn’t understand some of the lyrics. 
‘36’ would have been a better song if 
the drums were quieter and you could 
hear what Serj was singing. These 
songs could have been kept out of 
‘Steal This Album’ and made into live 
songs. 

I found ‘Steal This Album’ to be 
an excellent listen with only a few 
‘filler’ songs. Like previous ‘System’ 
albums, there is an emphasis on politi- 
cal and social messages. Listening to 
the album, most of the 
songs didn’t sound like B- 
Sides. It felt as if this was 
a regular album with 
brand new songs to listen 
to. I was impressed that 
the band wasn’t afraid to 
make an acoustic song 
about love. That courage 
is what attracted me to 
their music a year ago. 

If you’re a ‘System’ 
fan or like meaningful 
rock music, get “Steal This 
Album.’ It expands on the 
‘Toxicity’ album and gives 
a better understanding of 
the band and what they 
stand for. 


1 did- 
nt get a 
chance to 
do this last 
semester, 
but I'd like 
to intro- 
dare ue 
My Felts 
My name 
is Sheila Bailey and I’m the new 
A&E editor here at the Observer. 
I agreed to be Arts and 
Entertainment editor because 
I’ve been involved in 
Entertainment for most of my 
life, as a dancer, an actress, an 
artist and a writer. I have been a 
dancer for 13 years, and acted in 
my school drama club as well as 
working behind the scenes in 
community theater. I enjoy com- 
bining my Entertainment experi- 
ence with my love of writing. 
Writing for a newspaper seemed 
natural to me. 

I’m very outspoken on cer- 
tain subjects, as people may or 
may not have noticed so expect 
this section to reference those 
things often. Also, please 


remember that if you ask fora 
review in the Observer Arts sec- 
tion, that is what you’re going to 
get. I have been known to be 
quite picky at times, not that this 
should scare anyone off. I’ve 


just seen a lot already. 


What else should I say? 
Well, I’m a control freak. I hate 
to be told what to do, or to have 
anyone make decisions for me. 
Alot of people have made the 
mistake of assuming I am always 
easily pushed around. 

I like soap operas and sci- 
ence fiction, and | want to be 
novelist. My favorite color is 
blue and I hate country, punk and 
heavy metal music. 

I’m really enjoying attending 
NECC and | want this school to 
have a great arts community, so 
send me your press releases and 
info. If | don’t know about it, it 
doesn’t get in the arts section, 
and your club will go unpubli- 
sized. I need you to work with 
me in order for this to be an 
entertaining, informative arts 
section. email me at 


freerose28(@yahoo.com. 


Top Notch Players 
selected finalists 


Continued from page | 


Six players, coached by NECC 
theater Prof. Jim Murphy, were 
nominated for the Irene Ryan 
Acting Scholarship: Gulezian, 
Melendy, Provencher, Gina Kattar, 
Allan Mayo and Emily Mooers. 
Mayo was also a semi-finalist. 

The Top Notch actors serving 
as partners to the semi-finalists 
were Amanda Moss, Chrissie 
Coates, Jenna Meluichi, and John 
Sefel. Murphy coaches the noiii- 
nees and finds the perfect partner 
to assist them when they perform 
their one scene. 

Murphy was given a faculty 
fellowship for directing, and Owen 
Provencher was Top Notch’s 
biggest winner. He was given a 
cash reward by the New England 
Theater Conference for classical 
performance. In addition to the 
cash reward, Provencher and fol- 
low player Gulezian received a 
$1,000 scholarship to attend 
Acting Boot Camp in Jackson 
Hole, Wyoming. 

Dawn Wells, a former Miss 
America contestant of 1960, hosts 
the acting boot camp. This camp is 
supposed to help aspiring actors 
make the transition from amateur 
acting to professional, film quality 


_ Make your voice e heard. 


Drop off letters to the newsroom in the 
Behrakis Student Center, 
or email us: observer Cera edu 


acting. Only 20 participants are 
allowed to enter the camp at a 
time. Intense training and a rigor- 
ous schedule enhance the actor’s 
skills. This all managed within a 
small ranch surrounded with spa- 
cious outdoor areas, perfect for 
acting and learning without being 
disturbed by the rest of the outside 


‘world. 


Nominees to the festival are 
selected by representatives of the 
Kennedy Center American College 
Theater Festival, who go to select 
theater productions and critique 
them. If the critique is good then 
nominees are chosen from the pro- 
duction. The nominee must then 
find a scene and a five minute 
monologue to perform at the festi- 
val. 

The festival is an opportunity 
for fellow theater performers to 
watch each other perform. Their 
were also workshops students 
could participate to help master 
their skills in acting. All partici- 
pants, winners or losers, benefit 
from attending the festival. 

Murphy and his remaining 
players, now finalists, will attend 
the next Kennedy Center American 
College Theater Festival in April. 
The Top Notch players hope to 
come home with at least one final- 
ist going all the way. 
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Harry T 


By SHELIA BAILEY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Arisia Con is one of a few yearly 
gatherings of New England area sci fi 
fans. This year, they celebrated Guns 
of the South author Harry Turtledove. 
The convention took place in the 
Boston Park Plaza hotel, January 17- 
19. Tickets were $30 in advance and 
$40 at the door. 

Most of the main action took place 
on the mezzanine, and 4 and Sth floors. 
The first thing visible when coming up 
the stairs onto the mezzanine was the 
Dealer’s Room. Also known as the 
“Huckster’s Room”, this is the room 
where you go to buy stuff. Stuff like 
costumes, jewelry, books, etcetera. 
Tables were set up around the rim of 
the mezzanine, featuring flyers for 
future cons, stores and new role play- 
ing games. There was a room for table 
top gaming, an art show/competition, 
and two or three theaters showing sci- 
ence fiction movies. 

The Peace Jubilee Ball was at 8 
p.m Friday night, in the Imperial 
Ballroom. It was called the Jubilee 
Ball in reference to Turtledove’s Great 
War series of books. Fans came 
dressed in 1860s formalwear. Dance 
instruction was given during the 
evening and a prize was awarded for 
the best costumes. The Imperial 
Ballroom was the perfect setting for a 
party like that, convention goers 
described it as “magical”. 

I spent a lot of time that weekend 
popping into different discussion pan- 
els, sometimes participating rather 
heavily, sometimes just sitting in the 
back and taking notes. Sometimes | 
wasn’t able to parctipate as much as | 
wanted to, for instance the Buffy panel 
room was crowded, and Buffy fans 
have a tendency to be long winded and 
to not let other people get a word in 
edgewise. They’re even worse online, 
where they don’t have to pause to 
breathe. 


PAS SERRA Ore te 


Sunday was a panel on whether 
people can be both sci fi fans and reli- 
gious. This didn’t turn out as well as 
everyone had hoped, due to the fact 
that people of all faiths showed up. 
Each faith has its own difficulties, and 
there wasn’t enough time in the one 
hour time slot to deal with everyone’s 
issues. Things actually got kind of 
heated, which I won’t get into here. 

Saturday had a_ panel on 
Livejournals and blogs. Livejournals 
are an internet phenomenon, more 
people join Livejournal everyday. It’s 
a web community that enables people 
to keep journals online, and share them 
with friends. It’s become quite insane- 
ly popular with sci fi fans, people 
who adore any chance to tell everyone 
what they think about everything. 
Pros and cons were discussed, as well 
as the issues of manners, and priva- 
cy. People exchanged Livejournal 
usernames. 

Several role playing games were 
organized over the weekend, including 
one based on Terry Pratchet’s 
Discworld. 

Open Filking began at 9:00 p.m. 
Friday night, and continued on from 
there. If you don’t know what filking 
is, it’s basically folk singing. Only, the 
lyrics of the songs are replaced by 
lyrics appropriate to science fiction, 
and science fiction fandom. 

People were sitting around in a cir- 
cle, some had instruments like guitars 
and harps. 1 was given two thick 
books and told they were the NESFA 
“hymnals”. Inside, were almost three 
decades of filk songs typed out, print- 
ed and bound. 

And helping to lead us in our 
singsong was a small, portly man in a 
Worf costume, who played the zither 
and spoke only Klingon. The fact that 
I saw nothing bizarre about this shows 
how immersed in this fen culture I’ve 
become. When he sang in Klingon, | 
cracked up. 

Anyway, we sang songs such as 
“Smaug the Magic Dragon”, which is 


ES 


photo credit SFRevu.com 


Local fans paid tribute to author Harry Turtledove and his “Great 


War” series with a costume ball. 


actually kind of a beautiful song. We 
sang “All you need is Orcs” and 
“Never get a Vulcan Ticked”. There 
was a song called “The Bradbury Hate 
Song” to the tune of “Battle Hymn of 
the Republic”. They didn’t choose to 
sing that song, which made sense. It’s a 
very subjective theme, not everyone 
hates Ray Bradbury. But I'll reprint 
some of the lyrics here, for your infor- 
mation. Lyrics are by Ray Beam and 
Jerry Hunter. 

“Glory, Glory how we hate 

Ray Bradbury 

Glory, Glory how we hate 

Ray Bradbury 

Glory, Glory how we hate 

Ray Bradbury 

The Poe of Modern Times.” 

That one is from 1955. 

Then there’s this one, undated, 
written by Dick Tatge and Al Kufield, 
called “Onward Sauron’s Soldiers.” 

“Onward Saurons soldiers 

Marching off to war 

With the eye of Sauron 

Going on before. 

Darkness like a banner 

Shadows all the foe 

Forward into battle 


See the Nazgul go!” 

We all thought this was quite 
funny. | guess you had to be there. But 
it was interesting to see what the 
ancient science fiction fans thought 
was amusing. 20 years from now, 
they’ll probably look at our filk and go 
“huh?” 

I even got inspired to write some 
of my own filk, check this out! 

He was a boy, she was a girl 

Can they get anymore obvious? 

He was a pureblood, she was 

a muggle 

It was a struggle! 

He wanted her, she'd never tell 

That secretly she wanted him 

as well 

All of her friends, stuck up 

their nose 

They had a problem with 

his designer robes 

He was a Slytherin! 

She was a Gryffindor! 

They even have a convention for 
filkers, called “Millenium FilkCon.” 
Only a filker could come up with a pun 
that cheesy. 


Meeting author Harry Turtledove brings surprises 


Renowned author 
of history-based 
sci-fi visited 

New England 


By SHELIA BAILEY 
- Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Harry Turtledove is a quiet 
man, unless you’d been introduced 
you'd never realize he’s a famous 
author. He has a beard, a Robert E 
Lee style beard which is exactly 
what I expected him to have. 
However, he does not go around 
dressed like a Civil War soldier, 
somehow I’d got it into my head 
that he would have been. When we 
met in his hotel suite at the Boston 
Park Plaza, I was actually the one 
dressed strangely. 

I was in my Hermione costume 
for the science fiction convention 
Turtledove was attending as the 
Guest of Honor. 

Harry Turtledove is the author 
of over a hundred-something 
books, short stories and academic 
articles. He is most famous for his 
“alternate history” novels centered 
around the Civil War. Some of his 
other novels are focused on differ- 
ent ideas, such as, what if the 
Spanish Armada had not been 
defeated by the British? 

He’s also a very funny man, 


which I hadn’t realized. 

Turtledove says that he’s been a 
science fiction fan his entire life, 
and that all he has ever wanted to 
be is a writer. He says that “science 
fiction is just what happens to 
come out.” He’s been attending 
conventions for over 20 years and 
when I asked him if he ever got 
tired of them, he said “Good Gosh, 
No! I wouldn’t do them if that hap- 


Turtledove doesn’t think sci- 
ence fiction has changed much 
since he began as a writer. 

“I don’t think so, I tend to 
attract the same types of people. 
However, I think the writing gets 
better all the time. “ 

He has no problem with fan 
fiction and fan art, but he has reser- 
vations. 

“It’s going to happen. In most 


pened.” cases, people would do better to 
Also, develop their own back- 
conven- grounds.” 
tai Omet ee a Would it surprise 
attending you to know that this 
gives him 4 é he famous author flunked 
a chance Science fiction IsyUSst out of his first year at 
to meet wWwhatcomes out. Caltech? 
up with “I had a_ severe 
t Sheen inability to do 
friends he —Harry Calculus,” Turtledove 
makes Turtledove says. “That was also the 
around same year that Tolkien’s 
the world. Lord of the Rings came 
Hee out.” He was distracted 


declined to choose a favorite book 
that he’s written, stating that it 
would be like choosing a favorite 
child. However, he did say that his 
favorite character is “Sam Yeger, 
because he gets things done in his 
own way.” | think I would have to 
agree that his best characters are 
people who don’t go with the flow. 

As for other authors he likes the 
best, Patrick O’Brien is one of his 
favorite historical fiction writers 
and Robert Heinlen is one of his 
favorite sci fi writers. 


from his studies. He enrolled later 
at UCLA, where he earned a Ph.D. 
in Byzantine history. Harry 
Turtledove 

has lectured on the Byzantine 
many times... He explained that 
they were surprisingly important to 
the history of our world, a book 
called “Lest Darkness Fall” was 
what inspired him to study these 
people. 

Harry Turtledove is a detail 
lovin’ man. He says one book took 
15 years to write because he didn’t 


feel he’d done enough research. 
He looked quite shocked when I let 
it slip that I 

don’t even wear a watch. 

Yes, his last name actually is 
“Turtledove”, and he also thinks 
“Boston is a neat town.” 


M.C Valada photo 


Harry Turtledove combines sci- 
ence fiction with history. 


edove tribute in Boston 


Fen: The people who make 
up afandom. The fans. But not 
just any fans. The people who 
obsess over their subject, buy 
the merchandise, write the fan 
fiction, go to the conventions, 
wear the costumes. Also known 
as “fannish” people. 

Fandom: The world of sci- 
ence fiction/fantasy fans in gen- 
eral. Also, a particular concen- 
tration of fans, fans of Harry 
Potter are the “Harry Potter fan- 


Filk: Singing folk songs, 
but with the lyrics rewritten. 
Term originates with a misprint 
on a poster advertising “folk 
singing.” 

Huckster’s Room : The 
room for shopping, at a conven- 
tion. — 

- Livejournal/blog : Online 
journals that people share with 
friends. _www.livejournal.com 
SCA: Society for Creative 
Anachronism.-A society of peo- 
ple who live as if they’re in the 
middle ages most of the time. _ 

Con: Short for convention — 

_ LARP: Live Action Role 
Playing . Organized role play- 
ing, done in costume and on a 


blication/pro- 


North - - Eastern 
ion Associati 


Alumni at 
Amesbury 
theater 


Reservations must be 
made by Feb. 7 


NECC alumni and friends are 
invited to a boisterous night of 
dinner theater in Amesbury. 


On Friday, March 7, the 
NECC alumni office will sponsor 
a night at The Amesbury 


Playhouse Dinner Theater for a 
performance of the comedy “In 
One Bed and Out the Other.” 

The comedy about. fidelity 
takes place in a Paris apartment, 
which becomes the playground for 
would be ex-lovers. When every- 
one lands in -bed with the wrong 
person, it’s “boudoir bedlam.” 

Ticket price of $36 includes 
theater ticket and your choice of 
prime rib, shrimp casserole or 
chicken cordon bleu dinner. — 

Please contact the Alumni 
Office at 978-556-3623 for reser- 
vations. Full payment is due by 
Feb. 7. 
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The Quigmans By Buddy Hickerson 


HEY! WAKe UP, You LAZY FReAK/ 
I AUTOMATICALLY 
MADE YouR CoFfée 
AN HOUR AGO! AM 
IA CLIWN 
To You? 


HOW MANY 
TIMES Have 
LET MY SWEETEST 
DREAMS JUST 
FAVE AWAY? 


A,ckerer o7 


ciser 


How MANY TIMES 
Have L STARTED 
A NED PRQJECT 
WITH GUSTO, Onity 
TO GWEVP LESS 
THAN A DAY 


How Many 
TIMES HAVE T 
SAID, “OKAY, 
THIS Time © 
MEan it’? 


ACROSS 

1 Shut with force 

5 Soft drink 

9 Clock faces 
14 Luxurious auto 
15 Over again 
16 Bowed 
17 Medley 
18 Parasitic insects 
19 Middays 
20 Banking record 
22 Japanese 


. It's today’s special, 


“Here ya go .. 


aborigine 
in honor of the iraq weapons inspection. 26 f-evel OF 
command 


it’s the Nuclear Freeze?” 24 Chest of drawers 

27 Disentangle 

29 Golfer's gadget 

30 Michaelmas 
daisy 

34 A Gershwin 

35 Father 

36 Winter fall 

37 Bullwinkle’s pal 

39 Corrosive stuff 

40 Tortoise’s rival 

41 _ -la-la 

42 Fire truck gear 

43 Small newt 

44 Newspaper 

47 Word before 
mission or 
squeeze 

49 Forward progress 

54 Science rooms 

55 Abusive 
denunciation 

56 Improvise 

58 Jolly old salts 

59 Site of 
Napoleon's first 
exile 

60 Bingo relative 

61 Pot starter 

62 Famous cookie 
man 

63 Ruhr Valley city 

64 Picks up the tab 

65 Damon of 
Hollywood 


DOWN 
1 Incline 
2 Fragrant shrub 
3 Mennonite sect 
4 ___ Jaw, Sask. 
5 Tavern 
6 Bermuda and 
Vidalia 


“Remember, Bob .. 
you from the animals ... 


. the only thing that separates 
is your pants.” 


© 2003 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 
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7 “Titanic” floor 
8 Wonderment 
9 Book before 
Hosea 
10 Jeremy of 
“Brideshead 
Revisited” 
11 Study of sound 
12 Writer Deighton 
13 ‘60s radicals 
21 Make indistinct 
22 Place in order 
24 Gloomy 
25 Hair-raising 
26 Marsh grasses 
28 Cranny 
30 Fire residue 
31 Muddled state 
32 Mexican menu 
choices 
33 Ram’s mate 
35 __ Paulo 
37 Highways and 
byways 
38 Seep 
42 Miami team 
44 Small, long- 
armed ape 


How Many 
TIMES HAVE I 
| SEEN COLDE)W) 
OPPORTUNITIES, 
ONLY To BACK 
AWAY WARILY 2 


How Many 
TIMES HAVE I 
OW UP OUT 
OF FEAR oF 

REJECTION 2 


AT LeasrTr 


Solutions 
fi [ iv |W] 
lo[W] 


PCC 


Peet aaa 


[s|A] vd) MERRIE) 


/ 
vid 


10] <] 0] 
| w 
| 


ENE 
we 1 

4 |v LN 
{4 a) 

3 
Gg 


lol<}2|—|w| —| 


|=[c]o]2]o| 
[<| 5] uw 


45 XXX 

46 Ribs 

48 Captain Queeg’s 
ship 

50 Reverie 

51 Mrs. Flintstone 

52 Monastery VIP 


53 Fermenting 
agent 

55 Carvey or 
Andrews 

56 Pres. Lincoln 

57 __ Plaines, IL 

58 Faucet 


TIMES HAVE 
ABANDONED MY | 
Most 1OEAUSTIC 
GOALS OUT OF 
SELE- Dov8T AND 


HOW MANY 
TIMES Have 
I weseo MY 
INACTION BYT 


BA 309d Hy hg L001 BWorianks sseeivad Ivy foorrAT! 


r‘m GOOD 
WITH NumBERS, 


4 


_ Many hours of training and 


On January’ 27, 1 ran- 
' domly asked NECC. stu- 


_ answers. 
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_ Fashion & Fitness 


You would be surprised 


Dance is more than 


Just a pretty girl up 
on a stage 


By JILLIAN STANTON 
Fashion & Fitness Editor 


When most people think of a bal- 
let dancer, they think of bright lights 
and sparkling costumes but that is 
not always the case. A dancer is more 
than just a pretty girl in a tight cos- 
tume prancing around the stage is. 
Most people would be surprised to 
find out how much hard work and 
dedication goes into putting on a 
dance performance. 

The Northern Essex Community 
College Dance Club provides a phys- 
ical and creative expression and an 
awareness of the joy of movement. A 
touring company performs in schools 
and colleges and participates in many 
different community activities. Club 
members also put on an annual 
spring dance performance “Still 
Point” which features vari- 
ous dances styles including 
modern, jazz, and ballet. 


rehearsals go into seen per-: 
formance, 


dents to describe a football 
player and a dancer, and 
they all much the same — 
When asked to 
describe a football player, 
students described them as “ 
hard working and dedicated.” When 
asked to describe a dancer the 
response was typically “pretty girls 
in tight costumes” yet dancers are 
just as hard working and devoted as a 
football players are, putting many 
hours to perfecting their craft. 

The dancers at NECC are not any 


different from other members of 
dance clubs or Dance Company’s. 
Under the direction of Kerri Stang, 
the dancers learn that it takes more 
then just a desire to become a balleri- 
na. It takes hard work and lots of 
practice. “I have blisters on top of my 
corns, but in the end it’s all worth it” 


I have blisters on top of my 
‘corns. But in the end it’s all 
- worth it. 
—NECC dancer 


said one dancer. 

The dance club meets every 
Monday from 12-lp.m, to rehearse 
and go over their dances. After meet- 
ing with the whole dance club, the 
dancers still have another hour or 
two to rehearse on there own. 
Moreover, the closer to the show the 


O Dien 
& Crimit 


“ 
# , " 
4 


Michael Boucherphoto 


more rehearse time required. A typi- 
cal rehearsal consisted of running the 
dances on the stage with the lights 
and costumes on. An exemplary 
rehearsal lasts from three to four 
hours. However, when it is time to 
get on the stage and perform, it 
makes all of the hard work all worth 
it. 

I have been dancing for 
12 years and I know what it 
takes to put on an outstand- 


dance classes at NECC, wit- 
-nessed first hand all of the 


hard. work and devotion. that. 


these dancers put into’ their 
craft. And seen their temark- 
able staff helping them along 
' the way, showing them all 
that they will need to know 
to help them along the way. 
The girl’s work extremely hard to 
make there shows as perfect as they 
can be. Between the sparkling cos- 
tumes and the amazing talent these 
dancers display you will not want to 
miss the next show. So come out, 
suppert the NECC dance club this 
spring, and see “Still Point.” 


spring 


chool of E 


*. 
B 
5 


ro 


a 


-ing show. | have also taken © 


‘ws 9 
2 qi 
YF ae 


Another semester at 
Northern Essex Community 
College has begun. With a new 
semester brings a new section of 
the Observer called Fashion and 
Fitness. Let me_ introduce 
myself, I am Jillian Stanton, and 
I will be the editor of this new 
section. My goal for this section 
is to give advice on what is in 
and what is out of fashion. I will 
also be keeping you up to date 
on what is going on in the world 
of fashion. 

I am a sophomore at NECC, 
beginning my second semester. | 
graduated from Triton Regional 


High School in 2001, 1 am a 


broadcast journalism: major, and 


i wilt be transferring i in the fall. I 


have a major shopping problem 
and practically live at the mall. I 
am also a dancer and have been 
dancing since I was 4 years old. 
There is nothing better than 
being on a stage with hundreds 
of eyes watching you. 

In 20 years, I hope to take 
Barbara Walters’ position on 
ABC’s The View. | also would 
like to travel abroad, and spend 
some time in Ireland. 

I am also a major Avril 
Lavigne and Good Charlotte fan. 
I like their music because it can 
be calm and relaxing, but it can 
also get you up and moving. It 
also does not hurt that the twins 
in Good Charlotte are amazingly 
cute. Also, I have to admit, I do 
have a few country CD’s. 

I am excited to be a member 
of this hard working and experi- - 
enced staff. I hope that this 
semester will be another award- 
winning semester. I know that 
we can get the job done and get 
it done right. 

For any questions or com- 
ments, you can email me at 
Stanton82@MSN.com or at 
odserver@necec.mass.edu | am | 
looking forward to hearing what 
you like and do not like ‘about 
this new section. 
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_ Fashion & Fitness 


The fashion disaster of the week 


By JILLIAN STANTON 
Fashion & Fitness Editor 


I know what you are all thinking, what was 
going through his mind when he got out of bed 
today. Did he have a crazy night last night 
and he was too tired to get dressed, or 


does he actually think that this looks 


don’t even 


When was this 
ever in style? 


forget to make a hair dressing appointment for 
him? What he needs to do is cut off the 


hair, and put in some highlights. He 
has pretty blue eyes, and you cannot 
see them through all of that hair “My 
hair is a masterpiece in progress” 
Bartholomew stated. “When I cut it, I 


will make it a mullet. The king of all 
hair cuts.” 


know were to 
start with the 
hair. 


good? Well Stevin Bartholomew, 
broadcast journalism major at 
Northern Essex Community College, 
has a style all his own. But needs help 
from the fashion police bad, and I have 
come to help him out and show him the big 
fashion mistakes that he is making. 

Let’s start with the hair that should have 
been cut three months ago, and has not been 
brushed in two months. What this boy needs a 
total makeover, from head to toe. Between the 
Homer Simpson T-shirt and old GBX sneakers, 
it is going to take a lot of work to make Stevin 


Finally, where did he find those sneakers? 
They look like he has had them since ninth 


SS eS 


Fashion isn’t that 
important to me, 
because I know 


a fashion icon, 

To start he need to get out of the old t-shit whatever I wear the 
and jeans, and get into a sweater and khaki ladies will love me. 
pants, You don’t want to look like you 
just rolled out of bed and came tof How can you —Stevin Bartholomew 


school. You want to appear as if you 
care what you look like, without 
looking like you spent three hours 
getting dressed. He has a nice body 
and should accent that with nice new 
dress shirt, not an old dingy T-shirt that 
was never in styles to begin with. 

Now on to the pants, that should have been 


ee 


Some day I’m going to 
cut my hair and have a 
mullet, the king of all 
hair cuts. 


breathe in these 
pants, they're so 
tight. 


grade and just cannot bear to part with them. 
They are old and beat up, what he needs to do 
is throwing those away and gets a nice pair of 
shoes. 

“Fashion isn’t that important to me, 
because | know no matter what I wear the 
ladies will love it,” said Bartholomew. 
However, looking at him I think he has a lot to 
worry about. The fashion police need to come 
and help this boy out. A hair cut and some new 
cloths would do Stevin wonders. 

Overall, Stevin is a big fashion disaster. His 
cloths have been out of style scene 1993 and his 
hair hasn’t been cut scene 1997. Between the 
cloths and the hair, he is a lost cause. If there 
was an award for biggest fashion disaster 
Stevin Bartholomew would take the gold, sil- 
ver, and bronze metals. He needs help and he 
needs it bad. 

Stevin Bartholomew is far from styl- 
ish. He needs to take a class in fashion, 
and what is in and not in fashion. 
What this person needs is a girl to 
take him under her wing and show 
him how to dress. Although Stevin 
has no style, he is a sweet and funny 
person and any girl would be lucky to 
be his girlfriend. 


—Stevin Bartholomew 


thrown away years ago. Not only are they com- 
pletely worn out and faded. They are too tight 
and fraying at the bottoms. They need to be 
taken away from this poor boy. “ I wake up, 
look to see what clothes are clean and that is 
what I put on” Bartholomew said. What he 
needs is a day at the mall, shopping in Express 
and Abercrombie & Fitch. 

Now, what’s up with that hair? Did mom 


What, 
are you going 
bowling? 


Jillian Stanton photo 


romantic 


extra time or emotional testing. many Virgos will gently expand their Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. _ Friday, passions are 


(KRT) 

Feb. 3-9, 2003 

Aries (March 21-April 20). 
Family relationships are demanding 
this week. Many Aries natives are 
preparing to make subtle, but impor- 
tant, changes in home relations, fam- 
ily roles or living arrangements. 

Taurus (April 21-May 20). 
Before midweek, respond quickly to 
new office information. Bosses and 
fellow workers may soon correct 
misleading statements or workplace 
procedures. Areas affected are indi- 
vidual instructions and disputed fig- 
ures. Watch official records and doc- 
uments for errors. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). 

This week, business arrangements 
will work in your favor. Early 
Tuesday, pay close attention to subtle 
communications from bosses or part- 
ners. New relationships may require 


Cancer (June 22-July 22). 
Romance and friendship may involve 
subtle politics this week. Late 
Tuesday, expect loved ones to be 
moody or to openly compete for your 
attention. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). 
Friends and lovers will require extra 
emotional attention this week. 
Monday through Wednesday, expect 
loved ones to be quietly reflective or 
self-absorbed. Allow friends and 
lovers extra time to work through dif- 
ficult emotions. This is not a good 
time to avoid the needs or opinions of 
loved ones. After midweek, opti- 
mism and romantic interest returns. 
Be patient. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). 
A friendship or subtle flirtation may 
turn romantic this week. Early 
Tuesday, watch for new emotional 
proposals. In the coming weeks, 


social and romantic commitments. 
After midweek, a sibling or close rel- 
ative may require business advice. 
Long-term calculations are impor- 
tant. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). 
Co-workers and business partners 
may request quick information or 
last-minute changes. Areas of con- 
cern are ongoing contracts, tradition- 
al business methods or longstanding 
agreements. Take all such change 
seriously.After Wednesday, rest and 
plan unique social or family events. 
Loved ones need extra group support 
and emotional contact. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). 
Over the next few days, it may 
become obvious that a business or 
family relationship will not improve. 
Many Scorpios will slowly bring 
new methods of business or emotion- 
al support into their lives. 


21). Early this week, a boss or busi- 
ness official may reverse a recent 
decision or introduce an unexpected 
policy. Areas of concern may involve 
property management, financial 
lending, budgets or records of spend- 
ing. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 
20). Expect lovers and close friends 
to issue rare social proposals or quick 
family plans. Single Capricorns will 
experience intense creativity and a 
renewed faith in emotional commit- 
ment. A powerful and demanding 
week. Stay open to passionate over- 
tures and fast social changes. 

Aquarius (Jan. 21-Feb. 
19). Employment relations or small 
financial details are easily clarified 
Areas affected are wage discussions, 
payment practices or long-term com- 
pany policy. Check outdated sources 
for direction and guidance. After 


delightful but highly emotional. 
Remain loyal to long-term promises. 

Pisces (Feb. 20-March 20). 
This week, yesterday’s social or 
romantic statements may be openly 
debated. Single Pisceans can expect 
to become highly creative, socially 
engaging and confident. Don’t hold 
back. F 

If your birthday is this 
week ... Watch for vital business 
improvements over the next three 
months. A complex phase of work- 
place politics will soon fade. Use this 
time to present controversial ideas to 
authority figures or request special 
permissions. New relationships or 
friendships will compete for your 
loyalty and may, before, July 8, cre- 
ate an unusual family triangle. 
Remain consistent and clearly out- 
line all expectations. 
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By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


Even though they have suf- 
fered the two worst losses in fran- 
chise history in just half a season, 
I believe the Celtics will go fur- 
ther in the NBA playoffs then the 
Bruins will in the NHL playoffs. 

Antoine Walker and Paul 
Pierce are sharing the offensive 
load extremely well and the num- 
bers prove it. 

Walker is averaging 21.4 
points a game, Pierce a little more 
with 26.4. “The Truth” also has a 
slight edge in rebounds and 
assists averaging 7.70 and 4.5 to 
Walker’s 7.40 and 4.3. 

The point is that even without 
a true center to anchor their 
offense and defense, the C’s are 
still in second place in the 
Atlantic Division of the Eastern 
Conference with a 26-21 record 
through Feb. 4. 

Role players such as J.R. 
Bremer and Shammond Williams 
have done a commendable job 
handling the guard duties while 
Walter McCarty and Eric and 
Williams continue to provide the 
extra spark the C’s need to get 
over the hump. 

This might not be the exact 
formula required to win a cham- 
pionship, but it will result in a 
solid playoff run. One longer than 
the other tenants of the Fleet 
Center. 


Who will go deeper in the 
playoffs, the Bruins or Celtics? 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Copy Editor 


Even though the Bruins were in a 
slump for the month of January, | still 
think they will go farther in the play- 
offs this year than the Celtics and 
certaintly farther than last year’s 
early exit in the first round. 

Captain Joe Thorton and winger 
Glenn Murray have proved they are 
clutch players to have on the ice. 
With a combined total of 119 points 
(51 goals and 68 assists), the top line 
will only continue to produce and 
bring this young team far into the 
playoffs. 

Brian Roloston and Mike 
Knumble have also been top players 
this year. Roloston adds 20 goals and 
13 assists to the list, while Knuble 
adds another 30 points with 14 goals 
and 16 assists. 

Lets not forget about our injured 
forward Sergi Samsanov, who is 
expected to return to the line-up 
before the playoffs. Sammy, in just 
seven games, has 4 goals and 5 
assists. Yes, I know that’s only 9 
points, but its 9 points in just seven 
games. You can’t tell me that he 
doesn’t perform when he’s on the ice. 

And of course we have newly 
acquired netminder Jeff Hackett. 
Hackett is a proven #1 goalie and has 
done very well in the playoffs in the 
past. The team started to play with 
more confidence when he arrived. 

So, with the slump behind them, 
I think the B’s will not only go far- 
ther than the Celtics, but may even 
have a shot at bringing Lord Stanley 
home to Boston this year. 


Athletes are human, really 


Do we 
take athletes 
too seriously? 
As I watched 


the Super 
Bowl and saw 
the likes of 


Rod Woodson, 
Jerry Rice and 
Tim Brown, 
NFL legends 
and all future 
hall of famers, struggle to make 
sense of what was happening to them 
on the field I found myself immersed 
in one hell of a reality check. 

Pro athletes are among the most 
talented and gifted people in the 
world. What Michael Jordan has 
been able to do 


well off financial situations to enjoy. 

Truth be told, what a lot of peo- 
ple don’t realize is the fact that ath- 
letes are real people. They may get 
paid a lot of- money to play a game 
and not have to worry about a lot of 
the things we do, but in the end they 
are still people. 

It must be tough though, living 
the majority of your adult life with- 
out having to worry about money. 
Having millions of people hold you 
to a god like status. The line between 
reality and fantasy can become very 
blurred when this is your life every 
day for a dozen years or so. 


NBA or WWE? 


Has David Stern been taking 
advice from Vince McMahon? It was 
fight night on the hardwood two 


Ultimately it’s Stern who will be 
responsible for bringing down the 
hammer on this kind of behavior. 
He’s done a decent job in the past so 
for now I think he deserves the bene- 
fit of the doubt. 


Top Super: Bowl 
commercial 


What was your favorite Super 
Bowl commercial? I give the nod to 
“Reebok’s Office Linebacker.” 

Played by 27 year old Terry Tate, 
a former linebacker at Morgan State 
in Maryland, the office linebacker 
tackles people in the office who com- 
mit such fouls as taking an extra long 
break, making long distance calls on 
the company phone and forgetting 
the cover sheet for a TPS report. 

Tate does an excellent job of por- 

traying a crazed 
in the 


with a basketball is linebacker 
equal to what Eric 6 6 spot although it 


Clapton can do 
with a guitar. 

However, 
some of the most 
deceiving brokers 
on Wall Street are 
just as talented at 
what they do. 
Teachers all over 
the country are 
doing extremely 
commendable jobs day in and day 
out and getting less than no credit for 
it. 

Coaches deserve respect as well, 
the ones who direct struggling high 


_school teams not the ones who have 


endless amounts of pro athletes at 
their disposal. 

What this comes down to is the 
simple fact that when an athlete steps 
away from the field of play he or she 
receives endless amounts of praise 
and well wishes from people coming 
from all walks of life. When a 
teacher retires his or hers’ co-workers 
might throw a pizza party in the 
teachers lounge. 

And what then do these athletes 
do when they step away from the 
game sometime in their early forties? 

Well, John Elway was so disori- 
ented his marriage fell apart and he 
let everything around him dissolve to 
nothing. Lawrence Taylor found his 
solace in drugs and tax evasion. 

The sad truth is most athletes 
don’t realize that once they retire 
they have the majority of their lives 
left to enjoy. Furthermore, some, not 
all, but some of them have pretty 


The sad truth is most athletes don’t real- 
ize that once they retire they have the 
majority of their lives left to enjoy. 


nights in a row on Jan. 27 and 28. 

First, Miami Heat coach Pat 
Riley and Indiana Pacers guard Ron 
Artest got into it after Artest deliber- 
ately bumped the coach twice. 

Then the very next night Utah 
Jazz coach Jerry Sloan pushed refer- 
ee Courtney Kirkland in a 102-92 
Jazz win over Sacramento. Sloan 
apparently didn’t think Kirkland was 
calling the game both ways. 

This isn’t the first time the NBA 
has seen violence occur in bunches. 
However, when it involves coaches 
mixing it up with players and refer- 
ees something has to give. The 
league already has a bad enough 
image without having its “authority 
figures” behaving like a bunch of 
overzealous youth basketball par- 
ents. 

In the Riley-Artest situation the 
latter was clearly responsible for pro- 
voking the coach. An official should 
have been much more on top of the 
situation. 

Sloan just needs to take a long 
hard look at himself because this 
isn’t the first time he’s gone off on an 
official. 


shouldn’t be too 
hard for somebody 
who recorded 200 
tackles in college to 
play the part. 

Doug Liman, 
who directed Go 
and Swingers, 
picked up the com- 
mercial from a USC 
film student named 
Rawson Thurber who originally cre- 
ated “office linebacker” as a short 
movie in 2000. 

Pirated DVDs made it an under- 
ground San Francisco sensation. It 
played at the 2002 Sundance Film 
Festivel and from there word of 
mouth spread. 


Law and order 


Hats off to Patriots cornerback 
Ty Law who once again made his 
presence known in the Pro Bowl. 

Law intercepted Super Bowl 
winning Tampa Bay quarterback 
Brad Johnson in the fourth quarter of 
the AFC’s 45-20 win and returned it 
for a touchdown, which was fol- 
lowed by a wild celebration in the 
end zone by among others Law and 
Miami Dolphins defensive end Jason 
Taylor. 

Law was joined in Hawaii by fel- 
low Patriots Lawyer Milloy, Larry 
Izzo, Richard Seymour, Damien 
Woody and Adam Vinatieri. 

All six got significant playing 
time in the game. 
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Knights hoops making strides and a look back 


Men score two ws. 
Women look to 


regroup 


By Tim SILvA 
Sports Editor 


Men’s Basketball 


The NECC men’s basketball 
team scored a huge win over 
Holyoke Community College Jan. 
16. 

The Knights defeated Holyoke, 
70-65 to even their record to 8-8. 
Luis Juarbe and Tommy West both 
scored 16 points in the win. 

NECC held a 13-point halftime 
lead, 35-22, but Holyoke came 
charging out of the locker room and 
cut the lead to four. West and Juarbe 
combined to hit 15 of 18 free throws 
in the final 5:30 of the game to secure 
the win for the Knights. 

Francisco Santos grabbed 10 
rebounds in the game to go with six 
points. West hit the Knights only 3- 
pointer of the game. 

The Knights continued their win- 
ning ways Jan. 30 with a 70-57 win 
over Uconn-Avery Point. 

Ruben Perez scored 21 points 
and had three steals. Juarbe contin- 
ued his success scoring 19 points 
including four 3-pointers. 

Other Knights standing out for 
NECC were Fabio Matias (13 points 
6 rebounds) and Elvin Reynoso who 


Top 10 


Nomar and “The 
Rocket’ take the next 
two spots 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


#8 Nomar Garciaparra 


In just six big league seasons, 
Nomar Garciaparra has established 
himself as one of the top all-around 
players in Major League Baseball as 
well as one of the best Red Sox of 
all-time. 

Drafted out of Georgia Tech with 
the 12th overall pick in the first 
round of the 1994 draft, Garciaparra 
made short work of the minor 
leagues, playing 28 games for 
Sarasota in the Florida State League 
the summer following the draft. 
Nomar played his first full season at 
AA Trenton in 1995 where he hit 
.353 with 137 hits. 

Garciaparra was invited to spring 
training the following year and hit 
.393 with two home runs before 
spraining his left ankle in late March. 

After battling through his injuries 
Nomar had a stellar year at AAA 
Pawtucket hitting .343 with 16 home 
runs and 46 runs batted in. 

His production at the plate and 
superb fielding at shortstop earned 
Garciaparra a late season call up to 
Boston where he hit four home runs 
and16 RBI at a .241 clip in 24 games 
with the Sox. 


played a solid defensive game. 

The men head into the final 
month of the regular season looking 
to climb over .500 and gain some 


momentum heading into the 
MCCAC Tournament. 
The Knights will host 


Quinsigamond Feb. 8 at 1:00 p.m. 


year head coach Mark Bogdansky, 
don’t be surprised if the Lady 


Knights make some noise in 
MCCAC Tournament Feb. 22-23 at 
Holyoke. 

The women will travel to 


Manchester Feb.8 for a 1:00 p.m. 
game and then to Dean on Feb. 13 for 


ers Fran Leeman and Tricia Driscoll. 
The men were in the midst of a 
four game losing streak but still held 
a solid 15-8 record. Among those 
making noise for the Knights were 
Robert Williams, Gary 
Romanckiewicz and Chris Surrette 
who netted 30 points in a loss to 


Michael Boucher photo 


The Knights men’s basketball bench looks on as the squad takes on Roxbury 


Women’s Basketball 


The Lady Knights fell to 3-8 on 
Jan. 16 with a 74-28 loss to 
Springfield Tech. Shakti Desai netted 
13 points in the loss while Amanda 
Ducharme chipped in with nine 
points and eight rebounds. 

Although the team has suffered 
some bumps and bruises under first 


a 7:00 p.m. tip-off. 


Turning Back the 
Clock 


Ten Years ago, all was well for 
the NECC hoop teams. As the month 
of February dawned in 1983 the Lady 
Knights were 15-3. 

Under coach Jane Welch the 
Lady Knights were led by high scor- 


Quincy on Feb. 1. 

Both team were headed into the 
final month of the season looking to 
stay the course heading in to the 
Greater Boston Small College 
Conference Tournament. 


Alumni Note 


Last semester in these pages I 
wrote about former NECC basketball 


star Matt Curran’s 
Methuen High School. 

Well, it seems that Curran is on 
the up and up. He is currently head 
coach Jim Weymouth’s right hand 
man on the sidelines in addition to 
serving as the junior varsity coach. 

Curran began his tenure at 
Methuen as the coach of the fresh- 
man team. 


success at 


Former Hillie Standout 
Roaming NECC Halls 


Former Haverhill High star 
Owen Murphy is taking classes here 
at NECC. The all Merrimack Valley 
Conference center is home from 
Europe where he played some pro 
ball. 

Muphy suffered a injury overseas 
and is back in Haverhill rehabing. 


One More Thin 


With baseball right around the 
corner let’s hope that the fields can 
make a quick recovery in time for 
opening day. 

Last season the NECC baseball 
team’s opening game was delayed 
several weeks thanks to the awful 
conditions of the field. 

Us lace heads out there can only 
hope everything goes according to 
plan this season and the diamonds are 
ready when the time comes. 


Red Sox of all-time: #’s 8 & 7 


1997 marked Nomar’s first full 
season with the Sox, and he followed 
up his performance from the fall with 
a huge season in which he hit .306 
with 30 home runs and 98 RBI which 
earned him 1997 American League 
Rookie of the Year honors. 

There was no sophomore jinx for 
Garciaparra in 1998 as he improved 
on his rookie numbers (.323, 35- 
122), became only the fifth player in 
MLB history to hit 30 plus home runs 
in his first two seasons and finished 
second in the A.L. MVP voting. 

Although his RBI and home run 
numbers (104-27) dipped a little in 
1999, Garciaparra enjoyed perhaps 
his best season winning the A.L. bat- 
ting title with a .357 average and 
leading the Sox to the American 
League Championship Series where 
they fell to the New York Yankees in 
five games. 

Nomar made it back-to-back bat- 
ting crowns in 2000 when he out did 
himself once again hitting .372. 

Garciaparra suffered a setback in 
2001, having to undergo wrist 
surgery in spring training which 
forced him to miss all but 21 games. 
However, Nomar returned in 2002 
and hit .310 with 24 round trippers 
and 120 RBI. 

Entering just his seventh season, 
Nomar is primed to become one of 
the top two or three players ever to 
wear a Sox uniform. His unique com- 
bination of speed, power and quick- 
ness has set him apart from hundreds 
of his peers and placed him in unique 
company with the best in the history 
of the Red Sox organization. 
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“Rocket Roger” in the middle of his classic delivery 


Photo courtesy of geocities.com 


Nomar turns the double play for the Sox 


rr 


#7 Roger Clemens 


It may not be easy for a lot of 
Red Sox fans to accept, but there is 
no doubt about it; Roger Clemens is 
one of the best players in Red Sox 
history. 

Over the course of his 13 years 
with the Red Sox, “The Rocket” left 
his mark on Boston and Fenway like 
few. hurlers before him were ever 
able to do. 

Clemens holds the Red Sox 
records for wins (192), games started 
(382), innings pitched (2776.0), 
shutouts (38), 10 strikeout games 
(68) and career strikeouts (2,590). 

Another one of Roger’s most 
amazing feats came in 1986 when he 
struck out 20 Seattle Mariners in one 
nine-inning game, which he did 
again in Sept. 1996 against Detroit. 

“The Rocket’s” most dominant 
year came in 1986 when he won the 
A.L. Cy Young Award, the A.L. 
MVP, was elected to the A.L. All- 
Star team and led the Red Sox to the 
American League Championship and 
a berth in the World Series against 
the New York Mets. 

Clemens won three Cy Young 
Awards while a member of the Red 
Sox (1986, 1987, 1991). 

Since leaving the team following 
the 1996 season, Clemens has won 
over 100 games with the Toronto 
Blue Jays and New York Yankees. 
Even though at some point during the 
2003 season he will notch his 300th 
career win wearing the dreaded pin- 
stripes of the Yankees, Roger 
Clemens’ mark has been left on the 
city of Boston and its baseball fans. 
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Steve Bartholomew photo 


In other news there is snow covering up the Science Building name, at this point it is unknown how this happened, but one working theory 
involves Sasquatch and his cousin the Abominable Snowman. 


Steve Bartholomew photo 
Apparently birds like to live in this thing located at the entrance to B building 


New Graphics Editor Steve Bartholomew flips out (into the snow). 


